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On the cover: Alabama begins spring football 
practice March 17 and Freddie Kitchens will start 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE out as the number one quarterback. But with new 


coaches and a new offensive system, Kitchens 


will have to prove again that he is the best man to 
N f fe N lead the Tide in 1997. See Page 12. 
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New Tiders: 


Quantity And Q 


by Jeff Janes 


Dubose’s first recruiting 
effort results in excellent 
crop of future Tide players 


appears to have provided The University 

of Alabama with one of the most solid 
signing classes in recent memory. While the 
1995 class was high on talent with players like 
Shaun Alexander, Michael Vaughn, etc., it 
lacked the numbers of this year’s group of 
greenhands, Also, for the first time since 1994, 
the Crimson Tide was allowed to sign the 
NCAA maximum of 25 players. Due to proba- 
tionary restrictions imposed by the NCAA, 
Alabama had been allowed a total of only 26 
scholarships over the past two signing periods 
which made the 1997 recruiting class one of 


T= fickle business of recruiting for 1997 
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Offensive linemen, defensive linemen, 
linebackers and defensive backs were the posi- 
tions in need of immediate attention. 
According to Dubose, with the exception of 
the offensive line, those needs seem to have 
been addressed. The breakdown of signees by 
position, depending upon how the count is 
made, looks like this: offensive line, 2; tight 
end, 2; wide receiver, 2; running back, 3; quar- 
terback, L; defensive line, 6; linebacker, 3; de- 
fensive back, 6; kicker, 1, Of course experi- 
mentation and need-based moves could occur 
when the players report for fall drills in 
August, so putting a definite, position-by-posi- 
tion count on the signees requires some guess- 
work, 

Also, there are 26 listed signees, one above 
the NCAA limit of 25 per year, That is an indi- 
cation that Tide coaches expect one of those 
signees to be academically ineligible and head- 
ed for prep school, junior college or even back 
to high school. 

Because Smith was a late signee, he is not in- 


cluded on the class depth chart that follows on 
Page 11. Pencil him in at left defensive tackle. 


the most crucial in school history. 

Alabama Head Coach Mike Dubose has ex- 
pressed satisfaction with his first crop of 
signees. Generally speaking, most recruiting 
analysts anointed Alabama’ class as worthy of 
high consideration nationally, and third or 
fourth in the Southeastern Conference even 
before the Tide landed its final signee, highly- 
regarded defensive tackle Kenny Smith of 
Meridian, The fact that Dubose and his re- 
vamped coaching staff had just over a month 
to assemble what is considered to be a very 
good class provided a sense of relief and ac- 
complishment. 

By virtually every standard, Alabama did 
very well in harvesting the crop of in-state 
prospects. A general consensus of the state's 
top high school seniors, as determined by 
newspapers, had Bama landing about 70 per 
cent of the best in Alabama. However, it was 
also regarded as a year in which there was high 


Kecalf Bailey 


quality, but not great quantity in the state. 
Therefore, one thing that makes this Bama re- 
cruiting class stand out is the work Tide re- 
cruiters did in other states, notably Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi and Tennessee. Alabama 
took 14 signees from those border states, and 
that doesn’t include the Tide’s lone junior col- 
lege transfer signee, wide receiver Quincey 
Jackson of East Mississippi Junior College, be- 
cause Jackson is a native of Brundidge. Bama 
got 11 prep signees from Alabama high 
schools. 

Out of necessity because of the previous 
small signing classes, Dubose this year deviat- 
ed from the Gene Stallings’ philosophy of re- 
cruiting the best available athletes and placed 
more of an emphasis on [illing position needs. 


ere, in alphabetical order, is a look at 
H:: newest members of the Crimson 
Tide football team: 

KECALF BAILEY, CORNERBACK, 5-10, 175, 
TuscALoosa— In addition to all-state honors, 
Bailey was a Parade All-America, a USA Today 
All-America honorable mention, was ranked as 
the top player in the state by the Tuscaloosa 
News, rated the fourth best player in Alabama 
by the Mobile Press Register and made The 
Birmingham News’ list of Super Seniors. As a 
senior he had 53 tackles, three interceptions, 
six pass breakups, recovered two fumbles, 
caused three fumbles and blocked seven kicks. 
Probably the fastest player in this class, Bailey 
reportedly has sub-4.4 time in the 40-yard- 
dash. He chose Alabama over Notre Dame and 
is one of the top corner prospects in America. 
He prepped at Central High School and was 


Rating Recruiting 


ost of Alabama's “big name” football signees committed early, 
and this gave the illusion that the coaching staffs efforts to 


sign more glamorous recruits tailed off at the end. 

Obviously, even the most strenuous critics had to take note of the 
signing of defensive lineman Kenny Smith of Meridian, Mississippi, 
two weeks alter the beginning of the signing period. One has to think 
long and hard to remember a better signee after the initial signing 
date had passed. 

Another school of thought is that Alabama’s failure to land some of 
the nation’s top prospects in the final days was merely an indication 
that Bama under Mike Dubose is determined to go after the top 
prospects, The Tide probably finished second for a half dozen 
prospects. Getting one or two more of those might have scored points 
with the self-appointed recruiting gurus who attempt to rate the sign- 
ing classes, but Dubose doesn’t need to apologize for his first group of 
signees. 

Prior to the landing of Meridian’s Smith, who picked the Tide over 
Florida, Alabama was given top ten marks by only two of the national 
recruiting services, seventh by SuperPrep and 10th by G&W. 


Just how many did Alabama really miss out on? The one “loss” 
would be defensive end (soon to be tight end) Kenny Smith of North 
Jackson High School in Stevenson, and he would be a loss only be- 
cause Bama once had him. Smith signed with Alabama in 1996, but 
was academically ineligible and returned to high school to complete 
his requirements. Then this year he elected to make himself available 
for recruiting, and eventually took the pitch from Tennessee, which 
plans to make him a tight end. 

Its reasonable to say that Alabama went hard after two prospects in 
Alabama who went to Auburn and another who picked Tennessee. 
Defensive back Stanford Simmons of Ashland Clay County and quar- 
terback Jason Standridge of Hewitt-Trussville picked Auburn, while 
lineman Fred Weary of Montgomery Lee chose Tennessee. 

Otherwise, Alabama's losses were probably (in order of disappoint- 
ment) offensive lineman Terrance Metcalf of Clarksdale, Mississippi 
(to Ole Miss); linebacker Jamal Reynolds of Aiken, South Carolina (to 
Florida State); and quarterback Romaro Miller of Shannon, 
Mississippi (to Ole Miss). That's not to say that others were not 
brought in on recruiting visits and, perhaps, offered scholarships, but 
those were the disappointments. 


—Kirk McNair 
‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH ’97 


Michael Barfield 


coached by Buzz Busby. Bailey is academically 
qualified. 

MICHAEL BARFIELD, OFFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-6, 
274, DotHAN-Barfield could play several posi- 
tions on the offensive line but will most likely 
end up at offensive tackle. Northview High 
School Head Coach Billy Kinard doesn’t keep 
up with blocking grades for his offensive line- 
men but he says he knows how good Barfield 
is. “He's good enough to play on (the division I 
level) as evidenced by all the schools who 
wanted him,” said Kinard. Barfield was a USA 
Today All-America honorable mention, was 
rated as the third best player in the state by the 
Tuscaloosa News and the seventh best by The 
Birmingham News. He is academically quali- 
fied. 

SHAUN BOHANNON, RUNNING BACK, 6-2, 195, 
Oak RIDGE, TENNESSEE-Bohannon was some- 
what of a surprise signee for the Tide since 
Oak Ridge is only 30 minutes from Knoxville. 
He rushed for 2,511 yards and 32 touchdowns 
as a senior and returned four kickoffs for 
touchdowns. Bohannon was rated as the 
fourth best player in Tennessee according to 
Rocky Top News, one of the top 100 prospects 
in the Southeast as listed by College Football 
Experts, earned honorable mention on the 
USA Today All-America team, was selected 
twice as the East Tennessee Player-of-the-Year 
and was a finalist for “Mr. Football” in 
Tennessee. Shaun has a qualifying core grade 
point average and is awaiting his results from 
the ACT exam. 

TRAVIS CARROLL, LINEBACKER, 6-4, 225, 
JACKSONVILLE, FLoripA—Carroll is considered 
one of the top linebackers in the Southeast. He 
made 176 tackles, including 22 behind the line 
of scrimmage. He led his team in tackles dur- 
ing his junior and senior seasons and was 
named the Jacksonville Player-of-the-Year by 
the Florida Times-Union. He was a USA Today 
All-America honorable mention at The Bolles 
School for Coach Corky Rogers. Coach Rogers 
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Shaun Bohanon 
Oak Ridger photo by Kelley Scott Walli 
calls Carroll a “tremendous hitter with a great 
deal of intensity.” Carroll is qualified academi- 
cally and chose Alabama over Florida State, 
Florida, Nebraska, Notre Dame and UCLA. He 
is academically eligible. 

ADAM COX, RUNNING BACK, 6-1, 220, 
JASPER—Cox is a versatile back who can run and 
catch. As a senior at Walker High School, Cox 
rushed for 1,400 yards on 160 carries for 19 
touchdowns and had 10 pass receptions for 
200 yards. He rushed for more than 4,400 
yards and scored 51 touchdowns in his three- 
year career. Cox was the premier back in 
Coach Bubba Davis’ one-back offense which 
makes his statistics more impressive. Cox was 
a USA Today All-America honorable mention, 
was second on The Birmingham News list of 
Super Seniors and sixth on the Tuscaloosa 
News’ Sweet Sixteen. He is qualified academi- 
cally. 

WILLIAM CUTHBERT, OFFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-6, 
325, Fort Pierce, FLoripA—Cuthbert is defi- 
nitely the largest player in this class but will 
probably need to lose weight according to 
Head Coach Steve Ely. “They will probably 
play him in the 295- to 300-pound range at 
Alabama,” Ely said. He was an all-state per- 
former at Central High School and chose the 
Tide over Georgia, Missouri and Florida State. 
Cuthbert was named to the Oscelo Star- 
Banner's list of 96 top prospects for 1996 in the 
state of Florida, was first-team all-state, was 
named to the Outback Steakhouse all-star 
game in Palm Beach, and to the North-South 
all-star game in Jacksonville. He graded at 91 
percent for his senior year. He is known for his 
size but his quickness has helped him develop 
the reputation as an excellent blocker. “His 
quick feet attracted everyone to him,” Ely said. 
He is academically qualified. 

MARLON Davis, TIGHT END, 6-7, 225, EASTMAN, 
GEorGIA—Regarded as the top tight end in 
Georgia, during his senior season Davis had 
18 receptions for 324 yards while earning all- 
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Travis Carroll 


state status. His numbers are more impressive 
since his team ran a ground-oriented wishbone 
offense. He is also a very good basketball play- 
er as he averaged nearly 20 points and 10 re- 
bounds a game at Dodge County School. There 
have been numerous reports that Davis will 
begin his collegiate career at the junior college 
level. 

A.J. DiAz, KICKER, 5-10, 180, MIAMI, 
Fioripa—Diaz is a multi-talented kicker who 
learned his kicking skills as a top soccer player. 
His coach, Carl Goins, calls Diaz an “NFL type 
kicker who is an all-around athlete and fanati- 
cal weight-lifter.”. As a senior Diaz converted 
nine of 11 field goal attempts, was 28 for 28 on 
PATs, averaged 42.2 yards a punt, and put 18 
of 20 kickoffs into the endzone. According to 
Coach Goins, during a 1996 game, after the 
opposing team recorded a safety, Diaz kicked 
off to the opposition’s 18-yard line and pro- 
ceeded to make a solo tackle at the 15-yard 
line. His career long field goal in competition 
was from 46 yards and, according to Coach 
Goins, Diaz has kicked several field goals from 
over 60 yards in practice. “He is a rain and 
mud kicker and he’s also a very responsible 
kid,” Goins said. He was the class 6A first- 
team all-state kicker in Florida and first-team 
All-Dade County. He is academically qualified. 

Tony Dixon, SAFETY, 6-1, 195, REFORM— 
Dixon proved to be one of the finest athletes in 
the South last season for Pickens County High 
School. A three-sport star, Dixon made his 
name on the gridiron. He will play a safety po- 
sition for the Crimson Tide after making 65 
tackles and four interceptions in the secondary 
as a senior. Dixon also rushed for 1,450 yards 
and scored 18 touchdowns. He was a first- 
team all-state defensive back two straight years 
and a USA Today All-America honorable men- 
tion. Dixon is academically qualified. 

SHAWN DRAPER, TIGHT END/DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 
6-4, 265, Huntsvitte—-Talk about versatility 
and Draper's name is bound to come up in 
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conversation. At Butler High School, Draper 
logged time as a defensive lineman, linebacker, 
fullback and tight end. He recorded 108 tack- 
les as a senior in addition to catching 18 passes 
and served as the lead blocker on some run 
plays. As a junior Draper had over 500 yards 
receiving and 10 touchdowns on offense to go 
along with 66 tackles and five sacks on de- 
fense. He has very good speed for a man his 
size. Draper is also a fine basketball player. He 
chose Alabama over Tennessee and Vanderbilt 
and is academically eligible. 

JOHN FIELDING, SAFETY, 6-2, 185, AUGUSTA, 
GeorGiA-Fielding gained quite a bit of notice 
during his senior year at Josey High School. As 
a safety Fielding picked off four passes, caused 
three fumbles, recovered two fumbles and 
helped his team capture the state champi- 
onship. Fielding was all-state honorable men- 
tion, first-team All-CRSA in Georgia and first- 
team all-metro. He was a long jumper and 
triple jumper on the track team at Josey and 
also played basketball. He signed with 
Alabama after originally committing to 
Clemson. Fielding has the necessary core 
grade point average and awaits a qualifying 
score from the SAT according to his coach, 
John Starr. 

Curis Horne, SAFETY, 6-1, 205, SANDERS-VILLE, 
GeorGIA—Horne was a two-way player at 
Washington County High School. He pulled 
double duty as a receiver and defensive back, 
the position he will play at Alabama. As a se- 
nior Horne had 71 tackles, 33 assists, two 
sacks, three tackles for a loss and caused four 
fumbles while leading his high school to a 15- 
0 record and the class 2A state championship. 
As a receiver he had 17 receptions for 245 
yards and two touchdowns. He was a first- 
team all-state selection, named to the Macon 
Telegraph’s All-Middle Georgia first-team, and 
selected to the Augusta Chronicle's CRSA first- 
team. Horne also pitches and plays centerfield 
for the baseball team. He picked the Crimson 
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Tide over Tennessee and Georgia Tech and is 
academically eligible. 

QUINCEY JACKSON, WIDE RECEIVER, 6-1, 190, 
BruNbIDGE-Jackson made his mark two years 
ago at Pike County High School. After his se- 
nior year he enrolled at East Mississippi Junior 
College in Scooba. This past season he earned 
All-America status after racking up 1,170 re- 
ceiving yards for 12 touchdowns on 43 recep- 
tions. A consistent receiver with excellent 
speed, he also led all Mississippi junior college 
players with a kickoff return average of 37 
yards. Quincey also averaged 15 yards per 
punt return for Head Coach Tom Goode. 
Jackson is on course to graduate from EMJC 


Shawn Draper 


and must do so before enrolling at Alabama. 

SAM MATTHEWS, DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-6, 275, 
JACKSONVILLE, FLoripA—Just about every honor 
a defensive lineman can win was garnered by 
Matthews. Coached by Corky Rogers, 
Matthews teamed with fellow Alabama signees 
Travis Carroll and Chris Reier on one of the 
best high school football teams in America. He 
was considered one of the top defensive line 
prospects in the state of Florida, was a first 
team USA Today All-America, and was part of a 
Bolles team that went 53-4 and won two state 
championships in four seasons. A four-year 
starter, Matthews recorded 95 tackles and 15 
sacks his senior year. He runs a sub-4.9 40- 
yard dash and has a 30-inch vertical jump. He 
chose Alabama over Florida and is qualified 
academically. 

JASON MCADDLEY, WIDE RECEIVER, 6-2, 185, 
Oak RipGe, TeNNesseE—McAddley is another 
prospect the Crimson Tide stole from the 
Volunteer State. After a quiet junior season, he 
exploded as a senior, catching 41 passes for 
877 yards and 12 touchdowns. A big, athletic 
receiver with outstanding speed, McAddley 
was a member of Oak Ridge’s 4x100 meter 
relay team and the 4+x200 meter relay team that 
captured the Tennessee state crown twice. He 
also placed third in the state 300 meter hurdles 
and sixth in the decathlon. He was coached by 
Mike Gaddis and is qualified academically. 

LARRY PAUL, DEFENSIVE LINE, 6-3, 247, 
Moopy-If there has to be a sleeper in this 
group of signees, Paul is it. Not that he was a 
sleeper to recruiters, but because Moody has 
not been a hotbed of college football talent, he 
was overlooked by many of the “recruiting ex- 
perts.” He has outstanding speed for a man his 
size and was a double-threat for Coach Wes 
Simpson. He projects as a defensive end for the 
Tide and is known for his speed off the corner. 
He holds the Moody High School record for 
sacks in a career with 61. He played much of 
his career at linebacker. As a senior he made 
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Chris Horne 


117 tackles and had nine sacks. Paul's statistics 
are more impressive when his offensive num- 
bers are examined. He led his team in rushing 
during 1996 with 1,483 yards on 178 carries 
(over eight yards per carry) and 18 touch- 
downs. He was an all-state pick and became 
the first player from his school to sign a schol- 
arship with an SEC school. Paul is one point 
shy of a qualifying ACT score but expects to 
complete eligibility requirements. 

CARLTON PERSON, LINEBACKER, 6-1, 230, 
STEVENSON-Person played in only eight games 
as a senior at North Jackson High School after 
being declared ineligible by the Alabama High 
School Athletic Association due to a question 
of residency. He still managed to collect 121 
tackles, seven sacks, seven knockdowns, five 
caused fumbles, and two interceptions for 
Coach Phillip Lolley. “Carlton has great ath- 
leticism, is a tough hitter and has great in- 
stincts,” Lolley said. “He can recognize offen- 
sive schemes and has the speed to play any 
linebacker position in a 4-3 defense.” He was 
ranked fifteenth on the Tuscaloosa News Sweet 
Sixteen and chose Alabama over Ole Miss. 
Person is academically eligible. 

CHRIS REIER, CORNERBACK, 5-9, 175, 
JACKSONVILLE, FLoripA-Reier is known for his 
outstanding athletic ability and his tremen- 
dous confidence. Although Reier suffered a 
broken ankle in the 1996 state title game, he 
expects to be fully recovered by the fall. He 
played quarterback and defensive back in high 
school at Bolles High School where he led 
them to two consecutive Florida class 4-A 
championship appearances. As a sophomore 
cornerback he led the state of Florida in inter- 
ceptions with eight. As a senior quarterback he 
completed just under 60 percent of his passes 
for more than 1,000 yards. He threw 10 touch- 
down passes and only one interception while 
rushing for over 500 yards in Coach Corky 
Rogers wing-T offense. He was a first-team all- 
state utility selection in 1996. He could see ac- 
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Sam Matthews 


tion as a punt returner and will also play base- 
ball for the Crimson Tide. Reier is academical- 
ly qualified. 

KENNY SMITH, DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-5, 295, 
MERIDIAN, Mississippl-Smith was ranked 
among the nation’s top players after perform- 
ing as a four-year starter for Coach Mac Barnes 
at Meridian High School. As a senior he was 
named Mississippi Defensive Player of the Year 
as he turned in 172 tackles (65 solo), 10 quar- 
terback sacks, two fumbles caused and two 
fumbles recovered. He returned one of the 
fumble recoveries 25 yards for a touchdown. 
As a junior he had 67 solo stops, six sacks, 
seven fumble recoveries, caused nine fumbles 


Larry Paul 


Jason McAddley 

Oak Ridger photo by Kelley Scott Walli 
and broke up six passes. The two-time all- 
stater was a USA Today All-America. As a ju- 
nior he hit .451 with eight home runs and 39 
runs batted in for the baseball squad and aver- 
aged 20 points per game in basketball. He is 
academically qualified. 

SANTANA STENNIS, DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-2, 
290, MERIDIAN, Mississiprl—As a defensive tack- 
le for Coach Mac Barnes at Meridian High 
School, Stennis’ team went 31-6 over his three 
years as a starter. He had 57 tackles, was an all- 
county selection and was selected to the 
Mississippi North-South All-Star game as a se- 
nior. There is some speculation that Santana 
could end up on the offensive line, possibly at 
center. Coach Barnes, who has had some three 
dozen players go on to major college football, 
has praised Stennis as one of the hardest work- 
ers he has ever coached. His given name is 
Carlos Santana Stennis and he is academically 
qualified. 

WAYNE THOMAS, SAFETY, 5-11, 195, 
DotHaNn—Alter a solid junior season at Dothan 
High School, Thomas expected a huge year in 
1996 after being named to the second dozen of 
The Birmingham News’ list of Super Seniors. 
However, four games into the season he broke 
his leg against Carver-Montgomery. However, 
in only three full games, Thomas rushed for 
over 831 yards and nine touchdowns, includ- 
ing a 300-yard performance in the second 
game of the season and a 200-yard game 
against eventual 6A state champion Jeff Davis. 
Thomas projects as a defensive back and, with 
Kecalf Bailey, is one of the fastest members of 
this class. As a junior he won the state 300- 
meter hurdles and runs a 10.8 in the 100- 
meter dash. He was coached by Jimmy 
Addison and chose Alabama over Auburn. He 
is qualified academically. 

CHRIS WHEELER, LINEBACKER, 6-0, 220, 
SyLACAUGA-Wheeler comes from B.B. Comer 
High School, one of the better football pro- 
grams in the state where he earned all-state 
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Chris Reier 


honors, was eleventh on The Birmingham 
News’ Super Seniors list and was named to the 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet Sixteen. He is known 
for his speed which helped him make 148 
tackles, 53 assists, 17 sacks and six fumble re- 
coveries as a senior. For his career, Wheeler 
made an amazing 501 tackles, including 157 
during his junior season. He is the nephew of 
former Alabama defensive lineman Dameian 
Jeffries. He is academically qualified and was 
coached by Bobby Overton. 

ANTONEYO WILLIAMS, RUNNING BACK, 6-0, 218, 
TuscALoosa-—Rated as the top running back in 
the state last season, Williams rushed for 1,685 
yards on 228 carries for 30 touchdowns and 
caught nine passes for 128 yards and one 
touchdown. He was named Alabama Player-of- 
the-Year by USA Today. Antoneyo was also re- 
garded as the number one prospect in Alabama 
by The Birmingham News, the number four 
prep star on the Tuscaloosa News Sweet Sixteen 
and the Alabama Sports Writers Association 
selected him as the state’s “Mr. Football” for 
1996. He rarely had the opportunity to play 
entire games due to Central High’s tendency to 
blow-out opposing teams. With the help of 
Williams’ ball-carrying ability, Central ap- 
peared in back-to-back state title games, win- 
ning one. His running style combines power 
and speed. In his four years as a starter, he 
rushed for more than 4,500 yards and 69 
touchdowns. Williams chose the Crimson Tide 
over Auburn, Tennessee, Ohio State and 
Nebraska. He is not yet academically eligible, 
but is expected to meet requirements. He was 
coached by Buzz Busby. 

SHAUN WILLIAMS, DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-5, 
250, AuGusTA, GEorGIA-In recruiting circles, 
Williams is considered to have great long- 
range potential. He possesses great quickness 
and has the frame to add weight. At Josey High 
School, Williams played on both sides of the 
line but is slated as a defensive tackle/end. As 
an offensive lineman he graded 85 percent. 
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Wayne Thomas 


Defensively he recorded over 70 tackles and 
had seven sacks. He earned first-team all-state 
status, was first-team All-CRSA, was first-team 
all-metro and teamed with fellow Tide signee 
John Fielding to lead Josey to a state champi- 
onship and a 26-2 record over the past two 
seasons. He will also participate in the North- 
South All-Star game in Columbus. Most fasci- 
nating about Williams is the fact he plays 
number two singles on the Josey tennis team, a 
testament to his athleticism, in addition to 
throwing the discus and shot put for Josey’s 
track and field team. He is academically quali- 
fied. 

JOE YOUNT, DEFENSIVE LINEMAN, 6-4, 255, 


Joe Yount 


Shaun Williams 


ALBERTVILLE~Yount was one of the earliest com- 
mitments to the Tide and will bring much 
needed depth to the defensive line. He was list- 
ed as 12th on The Birmingham News’ list of 
Super Seniors and eighth on the Tuscaloosa 
News Sweet Sixteen. An all-state performer, he 
has excellent speed and, according to head 
coach Paul McAbee, runs a 4.71 40-yard dash. 
As a senior he made 75 tackles, nine sacks, 14 
tackles for a loss, four fumble recoveries, four 
blocked kicks, four batted passes and one in- 
terception which he returned for a touchdown. 
An avid weightlifter, Yount bench presses 370 
pounds and squats 505. He is on the track 
team where he runs the 400-meter relay, the 
100-meter dash and throws the shot put and 
also plays number three singles on the tennis 
team. He is qualified academically. 

ANDREW ZOW, QUARTERBACK, 6-2, 215, LAKE 
BUTLER, FLORIDA—Andrew’s last name is pro- 
nounced like “wow,” and Crimson Tide coach- 
es hope he turns in future performances that 
will merit that exclamation. Zow quarter- 
backed one of Florida's best high school teams 
that captured three consecutive class 2A state 
championships. He threw for more than 1,300 
yards as a junior and more than 1,100 yards as 
a sophomore. A knee injury during the spring 
before his senior year prevented him from 
playing in the first seven games of the 1996 
season. After a full recovery he came back to 
lead Union County High School to its third 
title in as many years by passing for nearly 300 
yards in the state championship game. A four 
year starter, Zow did not lose a game as the 
starting quarterback since September of his 
sophomore season as Union County went 40-0 
during that span. An outstanding athlete, he is 
an all-state basketball player who received 
recognition as a McDonald’s All-America hon- 
orable mention. Zow originally committed to 
Auburn before the Crimson Tide made a late 
push for his services. He is academically quali- 
fied and was coached by Robby Pruitt. 
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1997 Alabama Football Depth Chart By Class 


Here is a depth chart by class of those who are scheduled to be on Alabama’s football roster in 1997. It is important to remember that 
this is not a true depth chart. It should also be noted that spring training will likely result in some position changes. Finally, the posi- 
tions listed for incoming freshmen are merely educated guesses. Many walk-on players are not included in this chart. 


Offense 


Position Senior unior Sophomore 
Bowman Buchanan 
Bowens 


Left Tackle Holliday Spree Samuels White 


Left Guard Friend Barfield 


Redshirt 
Freshman 


True 
Freshman 


Meadows 
Center Ra Hogan 
Right Guard Swords Moore Redmill 

Sign 
Tight End Rutledge Crutchfield Waggoner Joiner Draper 
Davis 

Quarterback Kitchens Foust Zow 

Tucker Phillips 

| Riddle ' Madden S. Alexander Richard Bohannon 


C. Alexander Cox 


Scissum Trevis Smith McClintock 


Teague 
Flanker Goss Feagin | McAddley 
Abernathy Warnock | 
Placekicker Cunningham Elder Dismukes Diaz 


Pflugner 


Left End Hood 


Left Tackle Myers Harrison Carter 


Forge 


ot 
Panks 
=a 


Right End Walker Grimes Paul 
S. Williams 


Flowers 
Strong Linebacker _ Pickett Hunter 


Middle Linebacker Edwards 
Wagstalf 
Odom 
Harris 
Tito Smith 
Stanley 


Thomas 
Fielding 


Weak Linebacker 
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Spring Training: 
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Another Milestone Approaches 


by Kirk McNair 


Plenty of work to be done 
as building for 97 begins 


hen did the Mike Dubose era 
begin? It could be said it began 
when he was announced as 


Alabama's new head football coach in 
December. Or when he moved into that big 
corner office in the football building on 
January 2. Completing his first signing class 
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in February was a milestone. Actually, when 
he takes his first Bama team into Legion Field 
to take on Houston on August 30, that gener- 
ally will be regarded to be the start of the era. 

Nevertheless, there are all sorts of key dates 
in the life of a college head football coach, new 
or otherwise. An important time for a football 
program is spring training, and Dubose will 
put his first Crimson Tide team on the practice 
field in mid-March to begin the chore forming 
the 1997 Alabama football squad. 

Tentative starting date is March 17 (al- 
though it could be moved to March 19). 
Spring practice will end April 19 when the 
Tide will be on public display at Bryant- 
Denny Stadium. 


Dubose has said that he expects spring 
training to be a time when the Tide becomes 
tougher, mentally and physically, and that is 
almost a given. He also hopes the Bama staff, 
including new Offensive Coordinator Bruce 
Arians and new Defensive Coordinator Ellis 
Johnson, will be able to put in many of the 
schemes that will be the basis of 1997 play. 
That may be a little ambitious, although it is 
certain that the broad offensive and defensive 
philosophies will be addressed. The same is 
true for the overall kicking game, which will 
be under Danny Pearman. 

Traditionally, the function of spring is to 
teach fundamentals and to identify personnel, 
putting the right players in the right positions 
and in the proper spot on the depth chart. 
While there can (and will) be changes in those 
areas when practice begins in August, that late 
summer practice has to be dedicated to getting 
the football team ready for its games. 

While technically every position is up for 
grabs in spring training (and, particularly, in a 
spring where there are new coaches), there 
are areas where there is more mystery about 
personnel. That doesn’t necessarily mean that 
it is because there are only newcomers to be 
tested. In some cases the starter and key back- 
up players may be returning, and there is still 
the possibility of change. There are also areas 
where it is almost a given who will emerge as 
number one, but where depth must be devel- 
oped. But of most interest to the coaching 
staff are those areas where starters and back- 
ups must be developed. 


Te: offensive side of the ball generally 
holds the most interest for fans, and this 
spring's offensive work will be closely 
watched for a number of reasons. In the seven- 
year Gene Stallings era the watchword appeared 
to be “Win with defense and kicking, and don’t 
let the offense lose it.” Its hard to argue with 
the bottom line. Alabama won 70 games and a 
national championship in those seven years. 
Nevertheless, in that same time frame the mas- 
ter of offense, Steve Spurrier, led his Florida 
Gators to 73 victories and a national champi- 
onship and dominated the Southeastern 
Conference, winning five league champi- 
onships. There were three different offensive 
coordinators under Stallings, but the overall 
philosophy on offense, quite properly, remained 
that of the head coach: establish the run. 

There is no question that a team which can 
successfully run the football is going to have a 
good chance to win. That’ particularly true if 
the second half of that maxim (“stop the 
other team from running”) is successful. 
Nevertheless, the rules of football have 
evolved over the past few decades to favor the 
offense, and it is a wise team that takes advan- 
tage of the situation. 

“Open it up” has been a mantra of Alabama 


Shaun Alexander made a big impact despite 
being only the third team tailback in his first 
year with the Crimson Tide in 1996. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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fans. “Open it up" means different things to 
different people. To some, it’s as simple as 
merely throwing an occasional first down 
pass. To others, its an all-out passing game, 
three or four wide receivers, spread (shotgun) 
formation, and throw on every down. 

Alabama is not likely to abandon the run- 
ning game under Dubose and Arians, Among 
the reasons for that are Dennis Riddle, Shaun 
Alexander, Curtis Alexander, Ed Scissum, and 
three outstanding incoming prospects in 
Shaun Bohannon, Adam Cox and Antoneyo 
Williams. A greater likelihood is a quest for 
balance. While Florida is considered to have a 
passing offense, it has also been very effective 
as a running offense. 

Balance is achieved in a relatively simple 
matter. If the defense is stacked against the 
run (see every defense Alabama has played 
against in the past seven years), the offense 
must recognize pass opportunities. When 
those pass opportunities are taken away, the 
offense must recognize run possibilities, 

However, as has frequently been pointed 
out, schemes alone don’t win football games. 
If there were perfect schemes, every team 
would be doing the same thing. The scheme 
must fit the personnel and the personnel 
must be accomplished. 

And that brings us back to the purpose of 
spring football practice. 

New Offensive Line Coach Neil Callaway 
faces huge challenges. Every offensive play 
begins with the snap of the football, and 
Alabama must find a new center for the first 
time in three years. John Causey has gone, 
leaving only one player with any experience 
whatsoever at the critical position. Michael 
Ray, a former walk-on, will battle redshirt 
freshman Paul Hogan for the job this spring. 
There is also the possibility Brenon Meadows 
could play center, but Meadows is unlikely to 
be able to participate in full-speed drills this 
spring alter under going shoulder surgery late 
last season. 

If Meadows is not at center, he will be at left 
guard. And that brings up Callaway’'s next 
major hurdle. Only two left guards return 
from last year, and the other one is Will 
Friend. While Friend is a proven commodity, 
having started most of 1996, he is also unlike- 
ly to be able to participate in most spring 
drills because he under went knee surgery 
late last season. When Friend went out last 
year, he was replaced by Jeremy Pennington, 
who has completed his eligibility. 

So, could Callaway move someone from 
right guard to left guard? Well, the only let- 
terman back at right guard is Michael Moore, 
the back-up last year to Laron White, who has 
graduated. Josh Swords and Chris Sign are ju- 
nior guards who have practice experience, but 
almost no game experience. 

Prior to the start of drills Dubose suggested 
that some defensive linemen might move to 
offense. It is possible that a man who was on 
defense last fall could be at one of the guard 
spots this spring. Griff Redmill, a redshirt 
freshman, is a possibility. And there have been 
rumors that defensive tackle Heath Panks 
could get a look on offense. 

The tackle situation looks quite a bit better 
for Callaway than does center of guard. There 
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are three men who have started at left tackle 
returning this year. Sophomore Chris Samuels 
started most of last season, Sage Spree was 
the starter in the early part of the year, and 
Joel Holliday was a starter much of 1995. 
Right tackle, where the graduated Pete 
DiMario has held down the fort for most of 
the past few years, has sophomore Jason 
McDonald and Chris Jordan back. And one of 
the surprises of practice last fall was the im- 
provement of redshirt freshman Corey 
Kinnebrew, who had been a major disappoint- 
ment when he reported for drills overweight 
and out of shape. 

Last year Dabo Swinney was coaching wide 
receivers and tight ends. This year he has only 
tight ends, And he doesn’t have many of them 
this spring. Rod Rutledge, a senior, has been 
co-number one with the graduated Patrick 
Hape for a couple of years and Rutledge has 
had some big plays (although Bama’s tight 
ends have never been overworked as pass re- 
ceivers, serving more as extra tackles in the 
run-oriented offense), Sophomore Clint 
Waggoner, who had an excellent 1996 spring 
as a defensive end, is the returning back-up, 
but most of his tight end work has been limit- 
ed to practice last fall. Redshirt freshman 
Adam Joiner has been considered a possibility 
as a center or other offensive lineman, but he's 
likely to get a look at tight end this spring, 

Woody McCorvey is moving back to coach 
of Bama’s wide receivers, a position (along 


with tight end) he handled for six years before 
serving last year as quarterbacks coach, There 
are two traditional wide receiver positions, 
flanker (which is a back) and split end (which 
is a lineman), While their functions are slight- 
ly different (for instance, a flanker is more 
likely to be used as a runner since he can go 
in motion in the backfield), personnel for the 
two positions are somewhat interchangeable. 

Bama appears to be much stronger at split 
end where three experienced players. headed 
by last years leading receiver Michael Vaughn, 
return. Calvin Hall and Shamari Buchanan, 
both of who have started, and promising soph 
Tim Bowens are other returning split ends. At 
flanker, where Marcell West has graduated, the 
Tide returns former walk-on Chad Goss and 
Michael Feagin, who was primarily a defensive 
back last year but who has been a running 
back and wide receiver in the past. 

Although Alabama returns the top four men 
at quarterback, the top four men at tailback 
and the top three fullbacks (one a redshirt 
freshman) from last year, competition in the 
backfield could be very interesting this spring. 

Arians will coach the quarterbacks. While 
Freddie Kitchens started every game last fall, 
it was far from an all-star performance (except 
for a final winning drive against Auburn). 
Another senior, Lance Tucker, has had no real 
opportunity to be Alabama's quarterback, rele- 
gated instead to holding on place-kicks. 
Warren Foust was the nominal back-up last 
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ing last year that Myers might skip his final season to turn pro. 


year, but as most National Football League 
coaches, Stallings did not elect to give many 
game snaps to any quarterback beyond the 
starter. Foust, who has never demonstrated 
good passing skills, is an excellent runner, but 
Bama is unlikely to install an option offense. 
Although there has been talk of Foust’s move 
to another position, safety or flanker, he will 
probably participate as a quarterback this 
spring. As much as national championships, 
an Alabama football tradition is Bama football 
fans believing the quarterback they have seen 
the least is probably the best. Thus, John 
David Phillips is the people's choice to win 
the quarterback job this spring. There is no 
doubt that Phillips has great skills and poten- 
tial, but he must have better practice perfor- 
mances than he has in the past in order to 
move up the depth chart. 

Ed Scissum made his return from injury to 
perform very well in Alabama's Outback Bowl 
victory over Michigan and Trevis Smith had 
done well in his absence. Meanwhile, redshirt 
freshman Dustin McClintock made steady im- 
provement. 

Tailback was an interesting spot last year, 
which should mean it’s interesting this spring. 
A year ago Curtis Alexander, the fastest of the 
runners, made his move to the top of the 
depth chart, and he held that spot until he 
was injured last fall. That opened the door for 
Dennis Riddle to reclaim the starting job he 
had as a sophomore in 1995. And Riddle 
didn’t disappoint. He has had over 2,000 
yards rushing the past two years. However, 
the new kid on the block, Shaun Alexander, 
was exceptional, including an all-time 
Alabama rushing record (291 yards) on only 
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Michael Myers is one of Alabama's top returning defensive players. There had been a concern [ollow- 
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20 carries against LSU, a game in which he 
also tied a Bama record with four touch- 
downs. He also had the winning score in the 
Outback Bowl, a 46-yard gallop in the fourth 
quarter. Alexander had 99 yards rushing on 
only nine carries in that game. Montoya 
Madden is a tough runner who can play tail- 
back or fullback. 

With good skill and good depth in the back- 
field, there is a chance backs will be utilized 
as pass receivers more than in the past. 


efense has been an Alabama trademark, 
but it’s not automatic that Bama will be 
strong on defense. There is only one 
major change in the coaching alignment, 


Johnson replacing Dubose as line coach and 


coordinator. (Pearman will also work with the 
defense, along with his special teams duties.) 
There are serious losses in all three general 
defensive areas-line, linebacker and secondary. 
Up front, the Tide has a pair of all-star can- 
didates in tackle Michael Myers and end Chris 
Hood. However, Jamie Carter and Eric Kerley 
will have to fill a tackle spot and Reggie 
Grimes will be expected to move from novice 
to starter at end. Ed Walker, an end, and Matt 
Harrison, a tackle, have been around a few 
years, but haven't made major contributions. 
There is a possibility a linebacker, Granison 
Wagstalf, could get a look at defensive end. 
Alabama still has a large number of 
linebackers stock-piled from earlier recruiting 
efforts, but Jeff Rouzie, who coaches the 
linebackers, has a major rebuilding job to do. 
Last year the Tide lost starting middle 
linebacker Fernando Davis to injury, then lost 
his replacement, Tyrell Buckner, to gradua- 


tion. Paul Pickett, a converted strongside 
linebacker, did get a lot of experience at mid- 
dle linebacker late in the year. And Bama lost 
two of the best in Crimson Tide history with 
strongside man Ralph Staten completing his 
eligibility and weakside man Dwayne Rudd 
electing to forego his senior year in order to 
enter the NFL draft. 

Dubose has put up a brave front regarding 
the linebacker situation. He has said that 
Alabama has a lot of linebackers who have 
thought they should have been playing more, 
~ now they are going to get the chance. 

Last fall Bama moved Steven Stanley from 
safety to weakside linebacker, and he got a lit- 
tle playing time at that spot. Meanwhile, 
Steven Harris had moved [rom weakside 
linebacker to defensive end. Those two will 
join Tito Smith in the battle to replace Rudd. 

Pickett is ticketed to return to strongside 
linebacker, where he will be joined by Eddie 
Hunter. 

Chris Edwards has playing experience at 
linebacker and he'll be battling Franz Odom and 
redshirt freshman Rob-E Staten in the middle. 

Curley Hallman is also short on numbers in 
the secondary, although he has a pair of corner- 
backs who would be the envy of about any col- 
lege team in America, At right cornerback, 
Deshea Townsend will return for his fourth 
year as a starter, while Fernando Bryant, an up- 
coming junior, will be back for his third year as 
a starter. However, if Feagin moved to flanker 
there is very little depth, only Owen Winston 
and Thomas Hill with any experience. 

Bama lost both safeties to graduation, Kevin 
Samuel at strong and Cedric Samuel at weak. 
Their back-ups last year, Andre Short at strong 
and Kelvin Sigler at free, should be the heirs, 
Travis Crim, a walk-on, has some experience 
and will work at strong safety. Redshirt fresh- 
man Jason Jones will challenge behind Sigler. 


egardless of the best-laid plan, the limit- 

ed amount of spring practice time, not 

to mention the limited number of play- 
ers (there are no signees to replace the gradu- 
ates) usually results in most aspects of special 
teams work being left until fall. 

Still, replacements must be found at the skill 
spots. Brian Cunningham was the place-kicker 
early last year, but gave way to Jon Brock after 
suffering an injury. Redshirt freshman Jonah 
Dismukes is the best known of the other con- 
tenders, although Ryan Pflugner and Daniel 
Elder have been around a few more years. 

Bama will also need to find a kickoff man to 
succeed William “Wild Thing” Watts. 

Prior to the 1995 season, Daniel Pope was 
involved in a battle with Hayden Stockton for 
the starting punting job. However, after 
Stockton won the position, Pope dropped out 
of the competition. With Stockton having 
graduated, Pope will be counted on to get the 
position. 

The other skill spots that will be addressed 
this spring are those of snappers on both 
place-kicks and punts, because Jackson Cook 
and Chester Lewis have graduated. 

Most of the work on coverage and returns 
will wait until August. Tide coaches believe 
signee Quincy Jackson will be a prime candi- 
date as a kick return man. 
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Name, Pos 

Thad Abernathy, FL 
Curtis Alexander, TB 
Shaun Alexander, TB 
Wes Allen, WR 
Wesley Black, FL 
Matt Blake, C 

Tim Bowens, SE 
Atokie Bowman, SE 
Brian Brasseal, RT 
Fernando Bryant, LCB 
Shamari Buchanan, SE 
Bo Butler, DB 

Jamie Carter, DLT 
Travis Crim, SS 

Rhett Crutchfield, TE 
Brian Cunningham, PK 
Jonah Dismukes, PK 
Billy Donner, TE 
Daniel Elder, PK 
Chris Edwards, MLB 
Michael Feagin, FL 
Lee Ferguson, TE 
Kevin Flowers, RDE 
Marquis Forge, LDT 
Warren Foust, QB 
Will Friend, LG 
Chad Goss, FL 
Reggie Grimes, RDE 
Calvin Hall, SE 

Steve Harris, WLB 
Matt Harrison, LDT 
Matt Herndon, MLB 
Thomas Hill, RCB 
Jack Hines, SE 

Paul Hogan, C 

Joel Holliday, LT 
Chris Hood, LDE 
Scott Howard, SLB 
Eddie Hunter, SLB 
Adam Joiner, TE 
Jason Jones, S 

Chris Jordan, RT 

Eric Kerley, RDT 
Chris Key, DE 

Corey Kinnebrew, RT 
Freddie Kitchens, QB 
Wes Long, QB 
Montoya Madden, TB 


Sr. 
Sr. 


So. 


So. 
. 5-10 


r Het 
6-0 
6-1 
6-1 
6-0 


» 62 
. 6-2 
. 6-1 
. 6-2 
. 6-2 


6-0 


+ 6-2 
. 5-11 
. 6-3 
. 3-9 


6-3 
5-11 


. 6-0 
. 6-3 


6-3 
6-2 
5-9 


. 6-1 
. 6-0 
. 6-0 


6-3 


. 6-2 


5-11] 


. O-4 


6-4 
6-0 
6-4 
6-0 


6-1 


. 6-3 
. 6-3 


6-3 
5-10 
6-2 


. 6-3 
. 3-1] 
. OF 


Wet Exp 
168 Sq 
202 =3L 
205 IL 
160 Sq 
175 Sq 
265 Sq 
195) IL 
165 Sq 
280 Sq 
170 2L 
214. 1b 
184 Sq 
290 =IL 
177k 
246 Sq 
178 IL 
180 RS 
225 Sq 
194 = Sq 
236 2L 
179 aL 
186 Sq 
221 «Sq 
252 Sq 
207.) 2L 
ye gl} DS 
Ley al 
271 =IL 
200 2L 
246 2L 
260 Sq 
200 Sq 
180 IL 
180 Sq 
200 RS 
312, 3k 
273, 21: 
200) Sq 
205. IL 
265 RS 
185 RS 
293 QL 
298 3L 
230 Sq 
280 =RS 
229 3L 
185 RS 
210 2L 


Hometown 
Enterprise 
Memphis 
Florence, Ky, 
Hoover 

Hoover 
Montgomery 
Killen 

Mobile 
Ashland 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Atlanta 
Scottsboro 
Philadelphia, Miss, 
Clanton 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Mobile 
Birmingham 
Pensacola, Fla. 
Bessemer 
Greenville 
Albertville 

Troy 
Autaugaville 
Midwest City, Okla. 
Philadelphia, Miss. 
Wamer Robins, Ga. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Gallatin, Tenn. 
Town Creek 
Dadeville 
Winter Park, Fla. 
Meridian, Miss. 
Brewton 
Valdosta, Ga. 
Six Mile, S.C. 
Town Creek 
Hartselle 
Mobile 

Milton, Fla. 
Tuscaloosa 
Jackson 
Binningham 
Mobile 

Rome, Ga, 
Attalla 
Guntersville 
Town Creek 


No 
30 
70 
36 
66 
69 
24 
96 


86 


Name, Pos 

Dustin McClintock, FB 
Jason McDonald, RT 
Chad McGehee, SS 
Brenon Meadows, LG 
Michael Moore, RG 
Patrick Morgan, FL 
Michael Myers, LDE 
Franz Odom, MLB 
Heath Panks, RDT 
Ryan Pflugner, PK 
Greg Phillips, SS 

John David Phillips, QB 
Paul Pickett, SLB 
Daniel Pope, P 
Michael Ray, C 

Grilf Redmill, RG 
Arvin Richard, TB 
Dennis Riddle, TB 
George Ross, TB 


Jonathan Rudolph, WLB 


Rod Rutledge, TE 
Chris Samuels, LT 
Ed Scissum, FB 
Andre Short, 5S 
Chris Siebert, WLB 
Kelvin Sigler, S 
Chris Sign, RG 
Marcus Slay, CB 
Tito Smith, WLB 
Trevis Smith, FB 
Marcus Spencer, DB 
Sage Spree, LT 
Steve Stanley, WLB 
Rob-E Staten, MLB 
Josh Swords, RG 
Matt Teague, FB 
Deshea Townsend, RCB 
Lance Tucker, QB 
Michael Vaughn, SE 
Clint Waggoner, TE 


Granison Wagstaff, MLB 


Edgar Walker, RDE 
Robert Warnock, FI 
Jarrod Warren, SS 
Kelvis White, LT 
Darrell Williams, RT 
Owen Winston, RCB 
Tucker Yance, RCB 


r Hgt 


. 6-3 
. 6-6 


5-9 


- 6-3 
. 6-6 
. 6-0 
. 6-3 


6-1 


. O-+ 
. 5-11 
. 5-11 


6-3 


. 6-2 


6-0 


. 6-5 
. 6-6 
. 5-7 
. 6-0 
. 3-10 


6-2 


. 6-4 
. 6-6 
. 6-0 
5-11 2 
. 6-1 


6-1 
6-2 


. 5-7 


6-3 
6-1 


. 6-0 


6-4 
6-3 


6-1 


6-3 
6-0 


. 3-10 
~ 6-0 


6-1 


. 6-4 


6-2 


. 6-4 


6-0 


. 3-11 
. 6-3 


6-4 
6-0 


. 5-10 


1997 Alabama Spring Football Roster 


Wet 


185 
180 


Exp 
RS 
IL 
Sq 
IL 
IL 
Sq 
IL 
Sq 


Hometown 
Quinlan, Texas 
Theodore 
Rainbow City 
Birmingham 
Fayette 
Birmingham 
Vicksburg, Miss. 
Semmes 
Slidell, La. 
Sarasota, Fla. 
Mobile 
Anniston 
LaGrange, Ga. 
Alpharetta, Ga. 
Boaz 

Jasper 

Auanta 
Tuscaloosa 
Slidell, La. 
Mobile 
Birmingham 
Mobile 

Aualla 
LaGrange, Ga, 
Union Hill 
Mobile 
Arlington, Texas 


Dunwoody, Ga. 
Birmingham 
Montgomery 
York 

Boligee 
Leighton 

Pearl, Miss. 
Brentwood, Tenn. 
Montgomery 
Batesville, Miss, 
Fayette 
Clarksdale, Miss. 
Fairburn, Ga, 
Enterprise 
Dothan 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 
Courtland 
Brookwood 
Montgomery 
Mobile 


Eric Washington: 


Any Bama 
Hopes Rest 
On Senior 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Despite sub-par year, 
Washington has hopes 
Tide will be in NCAA field 


ric Washington is putting the finish- 

ing touches on what has been an 

outstanding Alabama basketball ca- 
reer, one that should place him among the 
top LO scorers in Crimson Tide histc 
Even though a severely sprained ankle in 
early February took him out of action for 
a while, he is on target to reach that cov- 
eted top 10 ranking. And he already holds 
the Bama record for three-point field 
goals, having surpassed the school record 
previously held by James “Hollywood” 
Robinson, now playing in the National 
Basketball Association. 

In his Bama career, Washington has had 
double-double outings and 20-point scor- 
ing games in about half his starts. As a ju- 
nior, his average of 3.5 three-point field 
goals per game was best in the 
Southeastern Conference. Indeed, he wz 
the leading returning scorer in the SEC 
this year after averaging 18.6 points per 
game in 1995-96, second best in the 
league that season. 

But his senior season has been a disap- 
pointment. It's not that Washington wasn’t 
getting the job done on the court. He was 
leading the team in scoring (16.4 points 
per game) and rebounding (6.6 per game) 
when he suffered his injury in the final 
moments against Georgia. Much of the 
credit for Bama’s 10-0 start went to the 6 
4, 190-pounder. Notably, it was his thre 
point buzzer-beater that gave Bama it’s 
upset victory over highly-ranked 
Minnesota. 

However, Washington was also a part of 
the team that hit a terrible tailspin, falling 


Eric Washington has been Alabama's leading 
player in almost every phase of the game, scor- 
er, rebounder and defensive peformer. He hopes 
to have a future career in basketball, but as a 
complete student-athlete he has prepared him- 
self in case this is his final season. 

University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 
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from the ranks of the nation’s top 20 
teams to near the bottom of the SEC. 

Still, if Alabama is to have any success 
in the most important basketball month, 
March, the Tide will have to have its se- 
nior sharp-shooter back in top form. He 
missed one game with his injury before 
having to return to the line-up at less than 
full speed when suspensions depleted the 
Crimson Tide basketball corps. 

“He’s our best offensive player,” 
Alabama Head Coach David Hobbs said. 
“He's a guy who can really shoot the ball. 
He's also our best rebounder and our best 
defender on the perimeter, so we're asking 
him to do a lot of things. Beyond that, he 
brings experience and some toughness. 

“Playing without Eric is tough because, 
for one thing, you can't replace the expe- 
rience part,” Hobbs said. “He's the most 
experienced guy on our team. He's been 
through it the most, so the other guys 
look to him. The way our league is set up, 
going to some places only every other 
year, he’s the only guy on our team who 
has been to Tennessee, Florida and 
Vanderbilt. He’s the only one who has 
walked into those buildings before. It's 
very difficult to replace everything he 
brings to the table.” 

Washington has been a good player for 
a long time. He was a two-time all-state 
performer for Coach Louis Love at Pearl 
High School in Jackson, Mississippi. His 
prep play caught the attention of college 
recruiters, and he eventually picked 
Alabama over Georgia and Kansas State. 


he string of losses in his final sea- 

son bothers Washington to the ex- 

tent that they overshadow almost 
everything he has accomplished during 
his stellar collegiate career. 

“Yes,” he said, “I know I’ve accom- 
plished a lot, and it’s flattering to know 
that. But our team hasn't really accom- 
plished a lot. We had the talent to start 
out 10-0, and then we had a 180 degree 
drop. I’m very disappointed. 

“I've been scoring threes, and I have 
that record, and I’ve moved up on the all- 
time scoring list. But while I’ve been 
doing that, our team has been losing. So 
its really no good. It doesn’t mean any- 
thing to have individual records in a team 
game.” 

Washington said, “I’m still striving to 
improve my game, but | want my team to 
improve. | want us to go further than we 
have in the past. What I really want is for 
the team to play hard and play together. 
My main goal is to help get this team back 
to playing the way we're capable of play- 
ing so we can turn this thing around and 
get to the (NCAA) Tournament. That 
would mean a lot to me considering the 
slump we've gone through. 
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As goes Eric Washington, often so goes Alabama. Although Bama’s slump during Southeastern Confer- 
ence play makes expectations very low for the Crimson Tide, Washington continues as an optimist. 
University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


“Il be disappointed if we don’t get to 
the tournament. The NIT was big in the 


past, but now it’s sort of a big waste of 


time. 

Alabama would have to have a miracu- 
lous turn-around, as dramatic as the one 
that started in late December, in order to 
make the NCAA field of 64. Indeed, the 
unlikely prospect of winning the SEC 
Tournament is probably Alabama's only 
hope (and a slim one at that) of making it 
into post-season play. 


ashington has had some fast 

starts this season, only to see 

his production drop off drasti- 
cally in the second half. For instance, he 
fired in 20 points in the first half against 
Florida, but managed only four points in 
the second half. Against Arkansas, he was 
scoreless over the last 23 minutes. Against 
Georgia he got seven of his nine points in 
the first 20 minutes. Against Auburn he 
got in foul trouble and had one of the 
worst nights of his career, only four 
points. 


Critics have said that Washington hasn't 
been scoring when the game has been on 
the line. 

“I think that has more to do with the 
way the other team plays,” Hobbs said. 
“They make him a focal point in the sec- 
ond half. He gets double- and triple- 
teamed on a regular basis. They know 
where he is coming off screens.” 

Washington said he has read criticism 
this year. “They seem to say I have a 
strong first half and that I don't finish the 
game strong,” he said. “But if I have a 
good first half, then mast teams try to 
keep the ball off me as much as possible. 
They'll double-team and switch on 
screens. When that happens, the other 
guys have to step up. They also have to 
set screens, because if 1 can’t get open, I 
can’t get open. If | come off two screens 
they may still deny me the ball. If 1 don’t 
touch the ball, I can’t score.” 

However, Washington has a history of 
being there big-time when the game is on 
the line in the final seconds. In addition 
to his shot against Minnesota, in the past 
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he has final second three-pointers that 
won games against the likes of Florida, 
Mississippi State and Arkansas. 

Demetrius Alexander, the junior college 
transfer who joined the Crimson Tide this 
season, said Washington is critical to 
Alabama success. “Eric is a good player, 
an offensive force,” Alexander said. “Some 
teams have keyed on him this year. They 
have changed their defenses to try to slow 
him down. 

“But Eric is also a very active player 
who brings a lot of hustle to the team. 
The guys guarding him get tired trying to 
keep up with him, so they switch defenses 
and try to get extra people on the same 
side of the floor with Eric. 

“When he’s playing he takes some pres- 
sure off the rest of us. We lose a lot when 
he’s out. It puts more pressure on a couple 
of the other players to pick their game 
up. 

5 For the Tide to finish strong, 
Washington must finish strong. And a 
strong finish could also help Washington's 
stock with NBA scouts. While a 6-4 for- 
ward on a number of teams wouldn't get a 
glance from the professional teams, the 
success of Alabama players in the NBA 
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will probably help Washington get the op- 
portunity to play at that level. 

“It’s difficult to say,” Hobbs said of 
Washington's chances. “There are plenty 
of things that Eric does well that they are 
looking for. He can do some things that 
they would need done at that level. He'll 
get some opportunities to play in some 
post-season games in front of scouts and 
with other players they are evaluating. 

“T'll say this: Eric has been a good player 
for us for four years. He's a very important 
part of our team. He's worked hard to get 
where he is.” 

One NBA insider said that despite 
Washington's limitations in some areas 
(notably, Washington has difficulty in cre- 
ating shots for himself), a relatively poor 
senior class makes him one of the top 
three guards on this year’s pre-draft list. 


ashington’s basketball skills 
have led to numerous honors, 
including selection to last year’s 


NIT All-Star team that toured in Europe 
last summer. (Washington’s career-high 35 
points in the semifinals of the NIT helped 
him to that honor.) Additionally, 
Washington has been a regular on the 
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SEC Academic Honor Roll and on the 
Dean’s List at The University. 

That's part of the reason he is philo- 
sophical about his chances for a profes- 
sional basketball career. 

“I don't know,” he said. “I haven't really 
thought about it. You'll have to ask some- 
one else. 

“| just take it day-by-day and week-by- 
week. I just go out and try to play every 
game as hard as I can. If that has im- 
pressed someone and it happens, I'd like 
to play in the NBA. But I won't be terribly 
disappointed if it doesn’t happen.” 

A human performance major, 
Washington said that if he doesn’t play 
professional basketball, he plans to pursue 
a master’s degree in either math or history. 
“That's really what I want to do,” he said. 
“Id like to teach math and maybe coach, 
if someone will give me a chance. 

“It’s like I tell the rest of the guys. When 
you come here, it’s a life decision that will 
prepare you for everything. You just have 
to practice hard, pay your dues, and wait 
your turn.” 

Washington thinks he'll get a chance. 
“I'm a hard worker,” he said. “Everyone's 
looking for that.” 


5 
ec 
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Dominique Canty: 


Playing With The Guys Pays Off 


by Donna Fromme 


Sophomore star honed her game on Chicago’s playgrounds with and against the boys 


here is an air of excitement in the 
| cabin of the charter airplane that is 
carrying the Alabama women’s bas- 
ketball team to its next game. Players are 
laughing and talking as the plane taxies 
down the runway, Except in one seat. 
Towards the back of the cabin, buckled in 
and burrowed in her brown leather jack- 
et, her head barely visible over the collar, 
is Dominique Canty. She's already fast 
asleep. 

Canty’s ability to nap is legend among 
her teammates. Shalonda Enis once 
grinned and reached across the length of 
the head table to shake Canty during a 
post-game interview session. Canty had 
begun to slump over the microphone, 
prepared to grab 40 winks in front of re- 
porters and cameramen, At the beginning 
of the 1996 highlight film, shown at the 
team’s post-season awards banquet, 
Brittney Ezell’s image flashed on screen. 
She told the audience, “I know it’s dark in 
here because everyone’s watching this 
video, But we have this member of our 
team who's kind of narcoleptic. So, if 
you're sitting beside Dominique, just 
kind of nudge her and wake her up.” 

However, on the basketball court, it's 
often Canty who is giving the wake-up 
call. Her exploits on the basketball court 
have drawn new fans to the women’s 
game. She plays with the flash and finesse 
of a guy. No wonder. It was playing with 
the guys that made her the All-America 
candidate she is today. 

But it was crafty use of feminine wiles 
at a very young age that placed her on 
that road to basketball stardom, That 
road has included Parade High School 
All-America, College Freshman All- 
America, and Freshman All-Southeastern 
Conference. 

“1 started playing basketball when | was 
eight or nine,” Candy said. “My older 
brother, Sam, used to go out to play with 
his friends at the courts across the street 
from our house. When he got ready to 
leave, I'd sit there, looking sad, and he'd 
fall for it every time. He'd ask me if I 
wanted to come along with him. Once we 
got on the courts, he knew | wanted to 
play, so he’d always pick me to play for 
20 


his team. He'd tell me to stay back on the 
offensive side and pass him the ball. 
That's how it started.” 

The simple kindness of an older brother 
looking out for his baby sister has led to 
the creation of one of college basketball's 
finest talents, 


he Chicago native signed with 
Alabama prior to the 1995-96 sea- 
son, electing to come South where 
she had relatives. She was a major part of 
the quick fix Bama Head Coach Rick 
Moody needed after losing three starters 
to graduation. Canty was immediate help, 
working her way into a starting position 
at guard. At one point in her freshman 
year, her senior teammate, Sarah Smith, 
said in a post-game interview, “Domi- 
nique could play all five spots.” 

Canty’s play, along with that of another 
newcomer, All-America forward Shalonda 
Enis, not only preserved Alabama's high 
level, but actually lifted it, Ezell, once 
worried about carrying the burden as the 
lone returning starter, suddenly had the 
perfect complements to her specialty no- 
lool: passes. 

As a freshman competing in a league 
where as many as eight teams played well 
enough to earn NCAA Tournament bids, 
Canty made a huge impression. She could 
push the ball up court. She could play the 
post. By the time the final horn sounded 
on Alabama’s season in an overtime loss 
to Stanford in the Sweet 16, Canty had in- 
credible statistics for a rookie: 14.6 points 
and 6.8 rebounds. She also made history 
as the first freshman to be voted Most 
Valuable Player in the SEC Tournament 
and the first player from the losing team 
in the championship game to be named 
MVP. 

She scored a season-high 31 points in 
just 20 minutes of play in the NCAA sub- 
regional. She scored 14 of those points in 
a span of just two minutes. Indeed, her 
statistics in NCAA play were better than 
her regular season numbers as she aver- 
aged 21.3 points and 9.0 rebounds in 
Alabama's three games. Of her four fresh- 
man season double-doubles, one came 
against National Champions Tennessee. 


s Alabama prepares for post-season 
Ae» this year, sophomore Canty 

has drawn national attention and 
her name has been added to the list of po- 
tential All-America honorees. 

The credit, she insists, goes to big 
brother Sam. “He was always my idol 
when | was little,” Dominique said. “He 
was always letting me hang around him, 
letting me go play basketball with him 
and his friends. He’s a good basketball 
player. | guess that’s where | get my game 
from. When he was in the eighth grade I 
used to watch him and his friend, 
William Gates, going at it, playing one- 
on-one, dunking on each other. I used to 
watch them in awe and think, ‘Man, they 
can play!’ | thought Sam was a great play- 
er. 

“When I got to high school, I tried to 
dunk, It could still happen. | haven't tried 
it in a while. The last time I tried it was in 
my senior year (at Whitney Young High 
School), Our point guard threw me an 
alley oop, but I missed the ball and just 
grabbed the rim. | haven't given up on it. 
| just have a lot of work to do on it.” 

If there is a woman who can do it, it 
might just be the 5-10 Canty. When she 
arrived early before classes started in the 
fall of 1995, some of her new roommates, 
Alabama teammates, took her to The 
University’s Recreation Center for a little 
pick-up game. They left the building 
grinning alter their first look at the new 
teammate. “I thought Niesa Johnson was 
one of the best players I've ever seen,” 
one teammate remarked then. “But I 
think Dominique is going to be even bet- 
ter.” 

Spectators at Alabama games are natu- 
rally drawn to Canty, She smiles on the 
court. She's relaxed. Lt is obvious that she 
is having fun,” 

“L love the game,” Canty said. “That's 
what's driven me to play basketball. There 
was a time when | was in grammar school 
that | thought I was tired of it, so | 
stopped playing for a while. I didn’t even 
play in the all-star game because I had de- 
cided | was through. But I missed it so 
much, that break didn’t last very long.” 

It was the only all-star game she ever 


‘Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH “97 


missed growing up. And she had been se- 
lected for that one. 

Though her teammates believe she 
could play any position on the court, it is 
the three spot Canty loves the most. “I 
like playing on the wing, being the swing 
player,” she said. 

Her favorite move is one that inspires 
her own teammates as much as it does 
fans. “I like penetrating to the hole and 
spinning off someone and making the 
shot,” she said. 

Earlier this season when Bama played 
in a tournament in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
Canty picked up an unexpected fan club. 
A group of sailors from the U.S. Spruance 
were in port for three nights, and they 
spent two of those nights watching 
Alabama play basketball. Anytime Canty 
was taken out for a breather, the sailors 
protested. “Keep number 10 in,” they'd 
yell at Moody. 

But they weren't the first guys to admire 
Canty’s basketball talents. 

“When I played with the guys growing 
up, | was the point guard. It was my job 
to get the ball to them any way I could. 
Playing with the guys made me tough, 
and that’s important now because this is a 
tough league. The guys didn’t cut me any 
slack, so I’m not intimidated by anyone. 
When you've had to guard someone like 
Kiwane Garris (now a power forward at 
Illinois), yowre not going to be intimidat- 
ed by a female. I go out on the court with 
a good mind, and think back to those 
days like I'm playing against Kiwane and 
the guys again.” 

Although Canty expected to play col- 
lege basketball, she didn’t really follow 
the women’s game growing up. She didn’t 
know the marquee players then, and, 
she'll admit shyly, she still doesn’t, unless 
its someone she’s played against. The first 
women’s basketball game she saw was 
Alabama’s 1994 Final Four game against 
Louisiana Tech. 

“What really caught my eye was how 
Niesa Johnson played,” Canty said. “I re- 
member thinking, ‘Wow, she’s really got a 
game!’ Then I started paying attention to 
the game and thought how much I liked 
Alabama's style of play.” 

Canty was actually recruited to replace 
Johnson. “Those were big shoes to fill,” 
Canty said. “But I don’t try to compare 
myself to Niesa. I just go out there and 
play.” 

At 24, Sam’s a little harder to catch up 
to these days, especially given the dis- 
tance between him in Chicago and little 
sister in Tuscaloosa. But when the two 
connect, Sam’s still there, coaching her, 
looking out for the youngest. 

“He'll see us play on television and then 
call me,” Dominique said. “He'll talk to 
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Although Dominique Canty was recruited to fill the shoes of three-point shooting All-America guard 
Niesa Johnson, the versatile Canty has emerged as an outstanding small forward, an excellent re- 
bounder and inside scorer as well as outside shooter. 


me about my game, for instance tell me 
that I’m not getting up enough or that I’m 
not getting enough lift on my jump shot. I 
always listen to him. He's my big brother.” 

Last summer, sister and brother were 


University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


back on the neighborhood courts in 
Chicago. “I finally beat him,” Dominique 
said. “But I didn’t brag about it. I just 
kept it cool and walked off the court. He 
was laughing. He was okay with it.” 
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Pitching Help From The East 


by John Barnes 


Strong-armed transfer 
shores up baseball staff 


Coach Jim Wells was asked about his 

team’s chances in 1997, he seemed 
confident, but admitted that pitching was an 
area of concern. 

Enter Pete Fisher. 

The sophomore transfer came in with a 
strong arm and an impressive resume. Wells, 
however, was unsure how Fisher would fare 
against the nation’s toughest hitters, which 
Alabama faces on a regular basis in the 
Southeastern Conference. 

Fisher immediately turned heads during 
fall practice, showing not only good velocity, 
but excellent location. He quickly emerged 
as one of the team’s top hurlers and is pen- 
ciled in as the Tide’s regular Saturday night 
starter. 

A native of Stoneham, Massachusetts, the 
6-3, 210-pound right-hander initially signed 
with the University of Maine following a 
stellar prep career. Recruited by a number of 
top Division | schools, Fisher signed early 
with the Black Bears due to their reputation 
as a national powerhouse and the proximity 
to his hometown. 

A prep superstar in Massachusetts, Fisher 
posted an eye-popping 26-3 record and 
posted 316 career strikeouts as a prep 
hurler, while leading Stoneham High School 
to a 65-5 record during his three years on 
the mound. 

Fisher quickly gained valuable experience 
at Maine, appearing in 14 games, with starts 
against the likes of national powers 
Clemson, Texas and Florida State. He led 
the North Atlantic Conference in starts and 
innings pitched while putting up some very 
impressive numbers for a true freshman. 
Although he lost his first five outings, Fisher 
finished his freshman season 5-8, with a 
3.92 earned run average. He will no doubt 
go down as one of the top freshman pitchers 
ever at Maine. Nevertheless, Fisher was be- 
coming increasingly disenchanted with the 
Maine program. 

“1 signed so early, | guess | never really 
thought out my decision,” said Fisher. “It 
was close to home, plus they gave me a 100 
per cent scholarship (almost unheard-of in 
college baseball, where coaches have to carve 
up 11 total grants into pieces that will attract 
enough players for a squad). I guess I just 
never really felt comfortable. We lost 22 
straight games to start the season. I took five 
of those losses and felt I pitched well enough 


Le fall, when Alabama Head Baseball 
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Pete Fisher is a rookie pitcher for 
Alabama, but he has a year of experience 
in which he went up against some of the 
nation’s top college baseball teams. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


to win most of them. I guess I just had some 
expectations of the way things were going to 
be and it just didn’t work out.” 


high school coach and expressed a de- 

sire to transfer. Coach William 
Seabury, who also coached former Tide 
standout Joe Vitiello, phoned the Bama 
coaches and set in motion a series of events 
that eventually landed Fisher at the 
Capstone. 

“Right now, | can’t think of any place I'd 
rather be,” said Fisher. “I had a long talk 
with Joe,(now with the Kansas City Royals) 
and he told me Alabama was a special place. 
Coach (John) Winkin at Maine was nice 
enough to give me an outright release so | 
didn’t have to sit out a year. Also, watching 
Alabama in the College World Series, the 
fact that they were number one at the time 
and the way they won ball games had a lot 
to do with my decision.” 

Spending last summer as one of the top 
hurlers in the prestigious Cape Cod League, 
Fisher posted a 4-3 record with a 2.75 ERA 
against some very tough summer league 
competition. He joined the Tide last fall and 
is poised to become one of the top pitchers 


Fists the season, Fisher called his 


on the Tide staff this season. In addition, 
Fisher was one of only 66 players nationally 
selected lo participate in the Team USA 
Olympic Trials held in January. The squad of 
the nation’s best amateur players spent three 
days working out at the New York Yankees’ 
new training camp in Tampa, Florida. 
Among the spectators were scouting direc- 
tors and scouts from virtually every major 
league team. 

“It's a great honor,” said Fisher. “It makes 
me feel good about what I’ve accomplished 
and makes me look forward to my future in 
baseball, There was some great talent there. 
Just being selected for the trials is an honor. 
I can only imagine what it would [eel like to 
make the team.” 

He's off to a great start. In his first appear- 
ance in a Crimson Tide uniform, Fisher was 
close to flawless, throwing six shutout in- 
nings against Marshall as the Tide pounded 
the Thundering Herd 17-4. In six innings of 
work, Fisher allowed only three hits while 
walking three and striking out two. 

Although not known as a strikeout pitch- 
er, Fisher feels he has the tools to become a 
mainstay on the Tide staff. Possessing an ex- 
cellent moving fastball, along with the slid- 
er and curve, Fisher considers himself more 
of a control pitcher, but with the ability to 
overpower batters when he has to. 

“I think I bring some things to this team 
that will help us win,” said Fisher. “First of 
all, | have solid Division 1 experience, 
which is something very few transfers can 
say. | have a good selection of pitches, a 
good command of the strike zone, and the 
ability to change speeds. I want to be the 
type of guy the team can rely on to give a 
good account of himself in every single start. 
I want to be able to go deep into every game, 
maybe go the distance every now and then. I 
guess more than anything else, | would like 
to think that | can dominate a game and 
throw very few pitches while I’m doing it.” 

Fisher looks at his new team and sees a 
group more than capable of repeating the 
1996 squad's success, 

“Tve heard so much about the seniors that 
were lost and the guys that were drafted off 
last years team,” he said. “People think our 
pitching staff will be the weak link on the 
team. I just don’t see it that way. We are a 
well-coached, well-conditioned, motivated 
group. I see no reason why we can't have the 
same success those guys did. There's no 
doubt that a few things need to come to- 
gether in order for that to happen, but it’s a 
long season. I think we'll be a contender.” 

With the Tide’s SEC schedule still ahead, 
Fisher and his teammates have some time 
for growth before the games really start to 
count. Jim Wells is known for his ability to 
take teams with no expectations and turn 
them into champions. Pete Fisher may be 
just the guy to help him do it. 
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More Signees: 


All New Tiders Aren’t Gridders 


by Russell Bryant 


Fall sports other than 
football add to rolls 


hile most of the recruiting atten- 

tion in February focused on foot- 

ball, other fall sports also sign 
new players on and after February 5. 
Alabama's other fall sports are women’s vol- 
leyball and soccer. Each squad has added 
three new players. 

Volleyball Coach Judy Green signed Sarah 
Cotten, a 6-0 middle hitter from Hoisington, 
Kansas; Kelly Fash, a 6-1 middle hitter from 
Lockport, Illinois; and Allison Lange, a 5-7 
setter from Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 

This was Green's first recruiting class after 
she took over the team last fall. She said she 
was pleased with the quality. “I feel we got 
three top-quality people and top-quality vol- 
leyball players in the three kids we've 
signed,” she said. “I feel like its been a very 


Sarah Cotten 


successlul first year of recruiting for us be- 
cause the players coming here want to be at 
Alabama, they're competitive, they’re com- 
mitted to their academics, and they want to 
learn more about volleyball. All three of 
them will figure into the success that we 
find in 1997,” 

Cotten was all-state and 3A Player of the 
Year as a senior after having been second 
team all-state as a sophomore and junior. 


Now YOU Gan Move to the 
Same Address Shag Did 


“To be on the best team you sometimes have to move. That's why | moved 


my game to SportsLine USA™.” 


— Shaquille O’Neal 


Meet Your Sports Heroes ONLINE 
Chat live with Shaq, Joe Namath, Wayne Gretzky, Jerry Rice, 

John Daly and other sports greats! 
See AND Hear THE Action IN CooL MuLTimMeDIA 
Hear exclusive live interviews with top coaches and players. See 
up-to-the minute scores with SportsLine’s Instant ScoreCenter, 
Improve Your Fantasy Lire 
Whether your fantasy game is baseball, football, or 

basketball, get everything you need to win. 


Catcu Your Dream Jos 


Kelly Fash 


Allison Lange 


She is also a member of the National Honor 
Society. 

Fash led her team to a fourth place finish 
in the state championships as co-captain of 
her team and earned all-state and all-state 
tournament. She is a member of the 
National Honor Society. She comes from an 
athletic family. Her father, Gil, was a quar- 
terback at Minnesota and her brother, Chris, 
is a volleyball player at Ohio State. 

Lange, who was a former teammate of cur- 
rent Tide freshman Kari Weber at 
Wauwatosa, was a four-year starter. She 
played on teams that finished first and sec- 
ond in the state. She was second team all- 
state, In addition to volleyball, she qualified 
for Junior Olympics in swimming and also 
plays on the softball team. 


occer Coach Don Staley’s new signees 

are Tiffany Carle, 5-4, of Austin, Texas; 

Amanda Lewis, 5-0, from Dallas, Texas; 
and Melissa McGee, 5-2, from Staten Island, 
New York. Bama lost only one player from 
last. year’s squad, All-Southeastern 
Conference goal-keeper Amy Pseja. 

While Staley noted that the class is small, 
he said, “It is one of the best classes in terms 
of talent. Two signees from the state of 
Texas, where the talent pool is among the 
best in the country, and a U-17 player say 
something positive about our program.” 

Staley said, “Specifically, we are bringing 
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in talent for the central positions on the 
field, along with speed. All three have 
played in top level tournaments across the 
country, so playing in the SEC should be a 
positive transition for them.” 

Carle played at Westwood High and for 
the Austin Thunder club team, She was a 
Women’s State Select Team member. 

Lewis was captain of her Billy Ryan High 
School squad and also played for the Texas 
Longhorn club team. 

McGee played at St. John Villa High 
School, but her primary experience came in 
national and international competition as a 
member of the U-17 (under age 17) national 
player pool. 
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Basketball Prospects: 


- 
- 


by Kirk McNair 


Hobbs needs to add more 
in spring signing period 


Ithough Alabama Head Basketball 

Coach David Hobbs and his staff 

added three new basketball players in 
the early signing period, there is a good 
chance the Tide will try to get at least that 
many more in the late period, which begins 
April 9. 

Bama’s early signees were inside player 
Neil Ashby, 6-9, 190, from Tri-Cities High 
School in East Point, Georgia; point guard 
Tarik London, 6-1, 180, from Beach High 
School in Savannah, Georgia; and guard 
Terrance Martin, 6-3, of Tuscaloosa Central. 
London and Martin are excellent students 
who are academically eligible, but Ashby is 
not yet eligible. 

The NCAA limit for men’s basketball is 13 
scholarshipped players, Bama started the 
season with 11 scholarshipped players, and 
that included Blake Thrasher, a former 
walk-on who was put on scholarship for this 
season, The Tide has two seniors. Thalamus 
McGhee and Eric Washington. Additionally, 
there could be further attrition. Alabama has 
played late in the season with only eight 
scholarshipped players after Rickey Poole, 
George Brown and Anton Reese were sus- 
pended. Poole may be able to worl his way 
back to the team. However, even accepting 
the premise that one is innocent until 
proved guilty, it is reasonable to expect that 
Brown and Reese will not return to the team 
after they were arrested while allegedly 
breaking into a car on campus. 

Even is Poole returns and even if Thrasher 
has his scholarship renewed, the Tide would 
be at only 10 scholarshipped players with 
the early signees. Thus, Hobbs can be ex- 
pected to try to sign at least three additional 
players between April 9 and May 15. 


labama had hoped to sign one addi- 
Aen player in the early period. All 
signs pointed to 7-0, 230-pound cen- 
ter Francisco Elson of Kilgore Junior 
College in Texas inking with the Tide. 
However, Elson elected to wait until the late 
signing period, and now the competition 
has gotten a lot tougher. Elson, a native of 
Rotterdam, The Netherlands, had consid- 
ered only Bama until just before the end of 
the early signing period when Cincinnati 
made a move for him. Now the suitors for 
Coach Phil Shumaker’s star also include 
Arizona and California. 
Bama had been involved with a couple of 
other junior college players prior to the 
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Important Search Is On 


‘a 


early signing period, but both are headed 
elsewhere. Dewayne Brown, a 6-7, 260- 
pound inside player at Jones Junior College 
in Ellisville, Mississippi, was linked with 
Bama in part because he is a native of 
Bessemer. However, reports in Mississippi 
are that Alabama did not offer Brown and 
that he will sign with Alabama-Birmingham. 

In 1995 Alabama had signed Javares 
Anderson, a 6-10 center from Greenville. 
However, Anderson was not eligible and 
went to Gulf Coast Community College in 
Panama City, Florida, In the early signing 
period he inked with Nevada-Las Vegas. 

There have also been reports linking 
Alabama with Cedric Wallace, a 6-6, 220- 
pound forward at Northeast Mississippi 
Junior College. However, it does not appear 
that Bama is involved with Wallace, who 
originally signed with Mississippi State and 
who has also had knee problems. 

Still, there are a few other junior college 
prospects who could be in Alabama's pic- 
ture. 

Jabari Smith is a 6-11 center from Atlanta 
who is currently playing for Coach Bobby 
Pritchett at Atlanta Metro Junior College. 
Georgia and Mississippi State are other 
schools linked with Smith. 

Auburn's basketball brush with NCAA law 
opened the door for Alabama to be involved 
with an unlikely Crimson Tide signee. 
When Auburn found itself in violation of 
NCAA rules, part of its plea bargain agree- 
ment with the NCAA was that Auburn 
would not recruit junior college players this 
year. One junior college player finishing his 
sophomore year this season is Adrian Person 
of Southern Union in Wadley. Person, a 6-7 
forward who is the cousin of former Auburn 
stars Chuck and Wesley Person, stars for 
Coach Ron Radford. He originally signed 
with Auburn out of Brantley High School. 


Another junior college player who has 
been loosely linked with Alabama is 6-7 for- 
ward Oral Roberts of Bossier Parrish in 
Louisiana. 


uch has been made of Alabama high 
ME players who have escaped 

the state in recent years. Indeed, in 
the early signing period no fewer than four 
Alabama preppers signed with out-of-state 
schools—Tyrus Boswell of Mountain Brook 
with Mississippi State, Anthony Williams of 
Loachapoka with Vanderbilt, Cornelius 
Williams of Jacksonville with North 
Carolina State, and Sam Spann of Huntsville 
Butler with Syracuse. 

However, at least two players generally 
considered among the top prospects did not 
sign in the early period. Although neither 
has been linked with Alabama, the Tide has 
been watching the progress of 6-8, 225- 
pound forward Sam Williams of Demopolis 
and 6-4, 180-pound guard Alex Beason of 
Albertville. (Another highly-rated player, 6- 
6 forward Chico Moore of LaFayette, is ex- 
pected to go the junior college route.) 

Although Bama dipped into the Georgia 
high school ranks in the early period, a 
more fertile recruiting ground for Alabama 
traditionally has been Mississippi. However, 
the success of Ole Miss and Mississippi State 
and the arrival of former James Green, a [or- 
mer Tide assistant, at Southern Miss, has 
made that border tougher to cross. 

Nevertheless, Alabama is mentioned with 
two top prep stars in Mississippi. Indeed, 
some reports list Bama as the leader for the 
pre-season number one prospect in 
Mississippi, 6-7, 200-pound forward 
Rouldra Thomas of Natchez. Thomas is a 
strong player with excellent offensive skills 
and rebounding ability who is expected to 
be a power forward in college. 

The Tide is also involved with 6-5, 178- 
pound point guard Marckell Patterson, who 
plays for his father at Eupora. Late in the 
season he was averaging 29.4 points, 9.7 re- 
bounds and 6.7 assists per game. In one 
game, a contest watched by a number of col- 
lege coaches including Ole Miss Head Coach 
Rob Evans, Patterson scored 58 points (in- 
cluding hitting 11 of 20 three-point shots) 
with 11 rebounds and eight assists. He was 
recently quoted as saying. “I! would like to 
stay somewhat close to home so my parents 
could see me play, so of course I'm thrilled 
that Alabama has started to call.” However. 
among the schools expected to provide the 
most competition in recruiting Patterson is 
Minnesota. 

Some reports have also listed Alabama 
with two of the nation’s top 25 prospects 
who did not sign in the early period. They 
are 6-4 guard Dion Glover of Cedar Grave 
High School in Ellenwood, Georgia, and 6-5 
guard Byron Mouton of Rayne, Louisiana. 
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SCORECARD 


Easy Come 

The early work of Mike Dubose as 
Alabama’s head football coach indicates that 
he is good. And he may also be lucky, The 
National Football League occasionally raids 
the college ranks for coaches, and the pros 
are looking for only the best. This year the 
Minnesota Vikings went alter Bama Running 
Backs Coach Ivy Williams, and apparently 
had lured Williams to the NFL. Dubose 
went on an interview process, but before he 
offered a job to anyone he got a pleasant 
surprise. 

Ivy wanted to keep his job at Alabama. 

Dubose had been on the other side of that 
equation before, announcing in 1993 he was 
leaving Bama to return Lo the Tampa Bay 
Bucs of the NFL. But Dubose had a change 
of heart (based in great part on family con- 
siderations) and he understood Ivy's situa- 
lion. 

And so, Dubose was able to keep a proven 
good coach and good recruiter. 


No Pigskin Classic 

Alabama elected not to pursue participat- 
ing in this year’s Pigskin Classic because the 
athletics department would not realize 
enough revenue to make the game worth- 
while. Although there was no assurance the 
Southeastern Conference would permit 
Bama to host the game on August 23, the 
Tide had been in contact with the game 
sponsor, the National Association of 
Collegiate Directors of Athletics, It is be- 
lieved that if Bama had played the game in 
Bryant-Denny Stadium the opponent would 
have been North Carolina, Arizona State or 
lowa, 

Bockrath said the game would have pro- 
duced about $650,000 for Alabama and he 
felt The University needed to have the po- 
tential to make up to $850,000. He added 
that Alabama might be interested in spon- 
soring the game in the future since Bryant- 
Denny Stadium will have about 12,000 more 
seats beginning in 1998, 


Thursday Television 

As expected, Alabama and Vanderbilt will 
play in a Thursday night game in Nashville. 
Bama and the Commodores will play at 7 
p.m, CDT Thursday, September 11, a game 
that will be nationally telecast by the cable 
sports network, ESPN. The game had origi- 
nally been scheduled for Saturday, 
September 13. 

The Tide will likely have at least one more 
night game as Bama’s contest at Kentucky 
on October 4 is tentatively scheduled for 7 
p.m. EDT. Kentucky plays its October games 
at night in order to avoid conflict with horse 
racing. 

Additionally, Bama’s regular season-ending 
game at Auburn on November 22 is expect- 
ed to be selected by ESPN for an evening 
game, kickoff at 6:30 CST. 


Surgery For Bockrath 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath missed 
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Alabama's basketball game against Kentucky, 
but he had a good excuse. Bockrath entered 
University Hospital in Birmingham to under 
go surgery to remove a benign tumor from 
his lung. 

“I've gone 16 years without smoking, but 1 
guess it catches up with you eventually,” 
Bockrath said, And he was able to watch the 
basketball game while recuperating, 


Looking Ahead 

To satisfy those who can’t wait until re- 
cruiting begins again, here is the first look at 
those who could be among the top high 
school senior football prospects in Alabama 
next year. It has been a ‘Bama tradition for 
many years to list these prospects in our 
March issue, and a look at the past shows 
that most of the names on this list will also 
be prominent im recruiting coverage next 
winter. However, there will also be changes, 
a few players dropping olf, a few new names 
showing up next fall. 

Quality of high school football players in 
Alabama is always very good, but quantity 
varies. This past fall there were relatively 
few high prolile prospects in the state, Lt ap- 
pears the 1997-98 recruiting season will 
offer a large number of prospects. 

Here, in alphabetical order, are names to 
watch in Alabama high school games and 
the resulting recruiting battles next fall and 
winter: 

Linebacker Tony Baker of Smith's Station, 
defensive back Tim Bridges of Beauregard, 
running back Mac Campbell of Alexandria, 
all-around athlete Keon Carter of Luverne, 
wide receiver Sam Collins of Fayette County, 
fullback Mervin Constant of Tuscaloosa 
Central, lineman Trent Garman of Attalla 
Etowah, defensive back Chris Gibson of 
Dothan, linebacker Darius Gilbert of 
Oxford, defensive back Deadrick Hardwick 
of Stevenson North Jackson, lineman Jake 
Hogan of Leeds, lineman Buck Jones of 
Luverne, lineman Josh Jones of Tuscaloosa 
Central, linebacker Roderick Jones of 
Prichard Vigor, lineman Terry Jones of 
Tuscaloosa Central, defensive end Robert 
Malone of Prichard Blount, lineman Glen 
Moore of Huntsville Johnson, lineman 
Danny Morris of Sylacauga, running back 
Derrick Nix of Attalla Etowah; 

Lineman Waylon O’Shields of Fyffe, line- 
man Marico Portis of Prichard Vigor, line- 
man Bart Raulston of Sylvania, running back 
Shontua Ray of Montevallo, lineman Brent 
Robinson of Tuscumbia Deshler, running 
back Randy Rogers of Minor, defensive line- 
man Kenny Sears of Montgomery Lee, tight 
end Treymane Smith of Brewton WS. Neal, 
lineman Rex Storey of Opelika, lineman 
Jeremy Sullivan of Leroy, defensive lineman 
Jamar Tate of Mobile Murphy, running back 
Marreo Thomas of Anniston Walter 
Wellborn, linebacker Glen Thompson of 
Midfield, quarterback Luke Tucker of 
Fayette County, quarterback Tyler Watts of 
Pelham, defensive back Ryan Wells of 
Anniston Saks, lineman Deon White of 


Minor, running back Tieko Williams of 
Lanett, defensive back Mel Willis of 
Luverne, and defensive lineman Mike 
Wright of Lineville. 

Lineman Terry Jones of Tuscaloosa Central 
is the son of former Tide star and current 
Strength Coach Terry Jones and quarterback 
Luke Tucker of Fayette County is the broth- 
er of current Tide quarterback and holder 
Lance Tucker, 


Track Coach Resigns 
For the third time this year, an Alabama 
head coach has announced his resignation, 

Doug Williamson, who was in the midst of 
his 11th season as Bama’s head track and 
field coach, announced his retirement mid- 
way through the Tide's indoor season, David 
Troy, who has been Bama’s head cross coun- 
try coach and assistant track coach, took 
over as interim head coach. 

In a written statement, Williamson said, 
“After 27 years in the coaching profession, 
I've decided | needed to move in a different 
direction, | realized that now was the most 
appropriate time for hat decision so it would 
not have a negative effect on recruiting or 
finding a replacement.” Williamson came to 
Alabama from Virginia. 

Williamson's Crimson Tide athletes have 
had an impressive record on the track and in 
the classroom. His 1987 women's outdoor 
team and 1994 women’s indoor team were 
runners-up in the NCAA Championships. 
Six individuals and one relay team have won 
NCAA championships and 146 All-America 
citations have been issued to his performers, 
Several of his athletes have won NCAA post- 
graduate scholarships. 

Earlier this year Head Women's Tennis 
Coach Jim Tressler resigned just prior to the 
spring training in order to enter business. 
And Gene Stallings retired as head football 
coach at the conclusion of the 1996 season, 


Finishing The Job 

It has long been held that college baseball 
coaches have the toughest recruiting job. 
They have to sign players who are good 
enough to win, but they have to hope those 
players aren't quite so good as to attract a 
huge bonus following high school, thus 
passing up college baseball for big bucks. 

Bascball America recently rated the top 
100 high school baseball players in an arti- 
cle examining the upcoming draft. Based on 
that list, Alabama had an exceptional re- 
cruiting effort in the early signing period, 
landing six of the top 100 high school 
prospects. However, also based on the list, 
Tide Head Coach Jim Wells faces the possi- 
bility of not having all those players at The 
University next August. 

Tide signees and their ranks: 

Number 16 Donnie Bridges, P, R-R, 6- 
3,190, Hattiesburg, Mississippi; 

Number 34 Jack Cust, 1B, L-R, 6-2, 195, 
Flemington, New Jersey; 

Number 61 Justin Lombardi, P. L-L, 6-4, 
210, Taunton, Massachusetts; 
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Number 7] 

Gardendale; 

Number 81 Major Allred, 1B-OF L-R, 6-3, 
215, McCalla; and 

Number 100 Sam Bozanich, 2B, R-R, 5-10, 
190, Bakersfield, California. 

Junior outfielder Dustan Mohr was the only 
Tide player listed among the top 100 college 
players eligible for the draft. He was number 77. 


B.J. Green, P. R-R, 6-2, 205, 


Number 100 

It didn’t take Alabama's baseball team long 
to get victory number 100 for Tide Head 
Coach Jim Wells. The Tide won its first eight 
games of the year with a 22-7 victory over 
Michigan giving Wells his 100th victory at 
Alabama in barely over two seasons of play: 

In his first year, 1995, he led the Tide to a 
42-23 record. Last year Bama managed a 50- 
19 mark. 

Alabama scored a modern record 62 runs in 
the three-game series against Michigan. Bama 
scored victories of 21-3, 19-3 and 22-7. 
Consider that Alabama's football team scored 
only 17 in the Tide’s Outback Bowl victory 
over Michigan. 


Program Of The Future 

Although Alabama dominated the 
Southeastern Conference in baseball for 
many, many years, the Tide is now considered 
a team of the future by Baseball America. The 
magazine named 25 college teams that will 
dominate college baseball in the future and 
the Tide was listed number 20. LSU was list- 
ed as number one and Mississippi State, 
Tennessee, Florida and Auburn were other 
SEC schools making the list. 


Baseball At Bryant 

While most think of football displays at the 
Paul W. Bryant Museum on the Alabama cam- 
pus, a Smithsonian traveling exhibition of 
baseball photographs is at the museum 
through April 13. “Major League/Minor 
League: Photographs of America’s Baseball 
Stadiums by Jim Dow’is the title of the exhib- 
it, The museum is open 9 a.m.-4 p.m. daily. 


National Assignment 

Head Men's Golf Coach Dick Spybey has 
been named manager of the United States 
Collegiate Team, which will play in upcom- 
ing Palmer Cup matches July 7-13 at the Bay 
Hill Golf Club in Orlando, Florida. The 
Palmer Cup will feature eight American col- 
legiate golfers against eight collegiate players 
from Great Britain and Ireland. This is the in- 
augural year in what is scheduled to become 
an annual competition. The 1998 Palmer 
Cup will be played at the Old Course at St. 
Andrews, Scotland. Play will be similar to 
Walker Cup and Ryder Cup competitions. 
Spybey is completing his term as president of 
the American Golf Coaches Association. 

As team manager, Spybey will act in a su- 
pervisory capacity for the team and will serve 
as the team spokesman. The captain, who 
will coach the team, will be named later. 

Bay Hill Golf Club is the home course of 
the man for whom this new competition is 
named, golfing legend Arnold Palmer. 


SEC Champions 
Sophomore sprinter Rania Elwani set 
school and pool records in winning the 50- 
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yard freestyle at this year’s Southeastern 
Conference Swimming and _ Diving 
Championships in Athens, Georgia. She also 
set a school record in the 100 freestyle in fin- 
ishing second. She previously held Bama’s 50- 
yard record, but in setting the new standard 
in the 100 she bettered the eight-year-old 
mark of one of her coaches, Katie Williams 
Gilbert. 

For the men, sophomore diver Brent 
Roberts won the three-meter event. 


Honor Roll 

For the second consecutive year Alabama 
has placed the most athletes on the women's 
swimming and diving SEC Academic Honor 
Roll. Bama put 14 on the list this year. 

Making the academic roster were Tina 
Andersson, Tiffany Berry, Dana Bleich, Jen 
Bulfington, Keri Coy, Jill deVasher, Jenny 
Dudley, Rania Elwani, Monica Geohagan, 
Sarah Hickinbothan, Ann-Sofie Joensson, 
Anna Lindberg, Laura Lloyd and Francine 
Mathot. 

Named to the men’s list were Josh Luber, 
Adam McBride and Marc Schrader. 

To be eligible a student-athlete must have a 
3.0 grade point average for either the past 
year or for career, be a sophomore or higher, 
and have 24 hours towards a degree. 


National Debut 

Although Alabama’s women’s tennis team 
has been a fixture in the nation’s top 20 in the 
1990s, Bama took a step up this winter when 
the Tide received its first ever bid to partici- 
pate in the Women’s National Indoor Team 
Championships at Wisconsin. The nation’s 
top 16 teams are invited to the event. 

Bama went into the event with a 6-0 record, 
including a 5-4 road victory over ninth-rated 
William ©& Mary, but the Tide was unable to 
pull off an upset in Wisconsin. Bama fell to 
second-ranked Stanford, 11th-rated Notre 
Dame, and to William & Mary. However, the 
Tide’s number one doubles team of 
Dominique Glinzler and Baili Camino upset 
Stanford’s doubles team, which was defending 
National Indoors champion. 


Attendance Leader 

The Alabama gymnastics team continues to 
lead the nation in home attendance. 

Bama is tops in the nation in both average 
home attendance, 11,071, and in the single 
meet crowd, 15,040 for the Georgia meet in 
Coleman Coliseum. 

Indeed, Bama’s average home attendance is 
the largest for any women’s sport, ahead of 
Connecticut women’s basketball by about 400 
per event. 

The Georgia crowd was the fourth largest 
for any women’s event this year, trailing the 
Tennessee-Vanderbilt basketball game in 
Knoxville and two women’s basketball games 
at Connecticut, 


Softball Support 

Alabama's newest team, women's softball, 
has a support group. Memberships are $40 
for individuals and $60 for families and busi- 
nesses for the Crimson Tide Fastpitch Club. 
For information, contact Assistant Coach 
Karen Johns at (205) 348-4400. Coach 
Kalum Haack’s squad will play its home 
games at Muny Sokol Park this year. 
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1996-97 Alabama Winter Sports Results 


Men’s Basketball 
Date Opponent Time 
99 Marathon Oil (Exh.) 86 
79 BC Sibenik Croatia (Exh,) 70 
Top of the World Classic @ Fairbanks, Alaska 
58 UNC-Wilmington 5] 
79 Southern Ilinois 38 
77 Middle Tennessee State T+ 
93 Northeastern Illinois 50 
95 Arkansas-Pine Bluff 44 
70 Minnesota 67 
BO @ Florida International 65 
100 Western Carolina 48 
72 North Texas 55 
72 Virginia Commonwealth = 69 
@ Birmingham 
Cable Car Classic @ San Jose, Calif, 

59. San Jose State 60 (OT) 
62 Santa Clara 77 
84 @ Vanderbilt 92 
59 @ Ole Miss 46 
66 Syracuse (CBS) 70 
68 Arkansas 72 
66 @ Florida 85 
60 South Carolina (JP) 62 
75 LSU 66 
62 @ Auburn (ESPN) 72 
51 @ Mississippi State (JP) 64 
74 Georgia 83 
61 @ Tennessee (JP) 65 
37 Ole Miss 54 
78 @ LSU 72 
61 Kentucky (JP) 73 
55 Auburn (SS) 50 
Feb. 26 @ Arkansas (JP) 7:00 
March 1 Mississippi State 7:00 
March 6- SEC Tournament 

March9  @ Memphis 


Times are central 


JP-Jefferson Pilot $S-SportsSouth 


Men's Indoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Jan. 11 Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. Fourth 


Jan. 18 Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark. First 
Jan, 31- Meyo Invitational 
Feb. L @ South Bend, Ind. non-scored 
Feb. 7-8 Wildcat Classic 


@ Lexington non-scored 
Feb. 21-22 SEC Championships 
@ Ginesville, Fla. 
Feb, 28- = USATF Championships 
March @Atlanta 
March 7-8 NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Eighth 


28 


Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time 
116 Uralmash (Exh,) 45 
Hall of Fame Classic @ Stanford, Calif. 
65 Stanford (ESPN) 74 
71 Athletes In Action (Exh.) = 53 
San Juan Shootout, SanjJuan, Puerto Rico 
102 Arizona State 74 
88 Puerto Rico-Mayaguez 32 
81 North Carolina State 9] 
Sheraton Capstone Inn Classic 
62 Jackson State 37 
85 Lynn 44 
Holiday Beach Classic @ Conray, S.C. 

89 Akron 4+ 
68 Penn State or Furman 47 
88 North Carolina T+ 
Miami Holiday Classic @ Coral Gables 
70 Grambling State 67 
73 Miami 43 
70 Oral Roberts 65 
88 Ole Miss 60 
68 @ Auburn 65 
72 @ Mississippi State 52 
68 @ Georgia (Prime TV) 6+ 
101 @ Oral Roberts 67 
78 Kentucky @ Cincinnati 62 
60 Tennessee (Prime TV) 63 
78 Jackson State 44 
74 @ LSU 84 
102 Arkansas 61 
87 South Carolina (SS) 38 
89 Auburn 57 
86 @ Florida (Sunshine TV) 81 
67 @ UNC-Charlotte 69 (OT) 
70 Vanderbilt (ESPN2) 60 

Feb. 28- SEC Tournament 


March 3 @ Chattanooga 


$5-SportsSouth 


Men’s Swimming W Diving 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
75 @ Northeast Louisiana 34 
87 Delta State @ Monroe, La. 22 
129 Florida 114 
105.5 @ LSU 137.5 

Illinois Invitational 
112 Ball State 72 
92 Southern Illinois 56 
106 Missouri 60 
93.5 lowa 56.5 
103 Northwestern 37 
123 @ Georgia 162 
113 @ North Carolina State 130 
119 @ South Carolina 124 
124 Auburn 161 
Feb. 19-22. SEC Championships 

@ Athens Seventh 
March 7 Tennessee 4:00 
March 8 Alabama Invitational 


Mar. 13-15 NCAA Zone Diving @ Auburn 
March 27- NCAA Championships 
March 29 @ Minneapolis, Minn. 


Times. are central 


Gymnastics 


Date Opponent Time 
193.75 @ Penn State 190.3 
195.525 Auburn 189.85 
196.75 @ Florida 195.475 
196.35 Georgia 196.525 
196.525 Kentucky 193,525 


North Carolina State Five-Way 
Alabama 196.25, North Carolina State 
193.575, New Hampshire 191.6, Kent 

191.525, Rhode Island 189.275 


197,325 LSU 195.65 
Feb, 28 @ Georgia 7:00 
March8 ~— Michigan State, West 7:00 


Virginia, SE Missouri State 


March 15 @ Auburn, Towson State 7:30 
March 22 SEC Championships 
@ Athens, Ga. 
April 5 NCAA Regionals 
@ Ann Arbor, Mich. 
April 17- | NCAA Championships 
April 19 = @ Gainesville, Fla, 


Times are central 


Women’ Swimming & Diving 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
84+ @ Northeast Louisiana 23 
82 Delta State @ Monroe, La. 27 
113 Florida 130 
107 @ LSU 135 
Mlinois Invitational 
12) Illinois State 44 
99 Southern Illinois 49 
109 Missouri 59 
60 Northwestern 53 
52 Illinois 6l 
136 @ Georgia 155 
177 @ North Carolina State 63 
70 @ South Carolina 43 
85 Arkansas @ South Carolina 26 
104 Auburn 136 
Feb, 19-22 SEC Championships 
@ Athens Sixth 
Match 7 Tennessee 4:00 
March 8 Alabama Invitational 
March 13- NCAA Zone Diving 
March 15) @ Auburn 
March 20- NCAA Championships 


March 22 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
Times are central 


Women's Indoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Jan. 11 Saluki Invitational 
@ Carbondale, Ill. Seventh 


Jan. 18 Arkansas State Invitational 

@ Jonesboro, Ark. Second 
Jan. 31- Meyo Invitational 
Feb. | @ South Bend, Ind. non-scored 
Feb. 7-8 Wildcat Classic 


@ Lexington non-scored 
Feb. 21-22 SEC Championships 


@ Ginesville, Fla. Tenth 


Feb, 28- | USATF Championships 
March1  @dAtanta 
March 7-8 NCAA Championships 


@ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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1997 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
8 Marshall 2 
17 Marshall 4 
16 Marshall 0 
9 Louisiana Tech 3 
13 Louisiana Tech 7 
21 Michigan 3 
19 Michigan 3 
22 Michigan 7 
Feb. 25 Middle Tenn. 7 p.m. 


Feb. 28 IUlinois 7 pam, 


Mar. 1 _ Illinois 2 p.m. 
Mar, 2 Illinois 12 p.m. 
Mar. + Duquesne 7 p.m. 
Mar. 5 Duquesne 7 pum, 
Mar.7 Georgia 7 p.m. 
Mar,8 Georgia 2p.m. 
Mar.9 Georgia 2 p.m, 
Mar. 11 Winthrop 7 p.m, 
Mar. 12 Winthrop 7 p.m, 
Mar. 14 @ Florida 6 p.m. 
Mar. 15 @ Florida 6 p.m. 
Mar. 16 @ Florida 12 p.m. 
Mar. 19 UAB 7pm, 


Mar. 21 @ Tennessee 6 p.m, 
Mar, 22 @ Tennessee © 6 p.m, 
Mar. 23 @ Tennessee 1 p.m 


Mar.25 @USM «6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 28 Vanderbilt 7 p.m. 
Mar. 29 Vanderbilt 2 p.m. 


Mar. 30 Vanderbilt 2 pm. 
Apr.1 South Alabama 7 pm. 
Apr. 2 @ Middle Tenn. 7 p.m. 
Apr.4 Kentucky 7 p.m. 
Apr.5 Kentucky (SS) 2 p.m. 
Apr. 6 Kentucky 2p.m, 
Apr.8 USM 7 p.m, 
Apr.9 UAB @ Hoover 7 p,m. 
Apr. Ll @ Auburn 6 p.m. 
Apr. 12 @ Auburn (SS)1:30 p.m. 
Apr. 13 @ Auburn 1:30 p.m. 
Apr. 15 @ South Ala. 6:30 p.m. 
Apr. 16 @ Samford 2 p.m, 
Apr. 18 @ Miss. State 7 p.m. 
Apr. 19 @ Miss. State 2 p.m, 
Apr. 20 @ Miss. State 2 p.m. 
Apr. 22 Troy State 7 p.m. 


Apr. 25. Arkansas 7 p.m. 
Apr. 26 Arkansas 2 p.m. 
Apr. 27 Arkansas 2 p.m, 
Apr. 29 Samford 7 p.m, 


May2 @Ole Miss 7 p.m. 
May 3 @Ole Miss 2 p.m, 
May + @Ole Miss 2 p.m. 


May9 LSU 7 p.m 
May 10 LSU 2p.m 
May 11 LSU 2p.m 


May 14- SEC Tournament 
May 18 @ Columbus, Ga. 
May 22- NCAA Regionals 
May 25 @ campus sites 

May 31- College World Series 
June 7 @Omaha 


All times central 
(SS) SportsSouth cable tv 


Softball 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
@ Oklahoma City Invitational 
5 Tulsa 2 
0 Oklahoma 12 
2 Southwest Missouri 3 
0 Kansas 8 


Feb, 22- Louisiana Classic 

Feb. 23 @ Lafayette, La. 

Feb, 27 Delta State 3 p.m. 
Mar.+ Michigan 3 p.m. 
Mar. 8- Georgia State Tourney 
Mar.9 @ Atlanta 

(Alabama will play Troy State 
and Mercer March 8, LSU, 
Gerogia State and Samford 
March 9) 

Mar. 1+ @ Arkansas = 6 p.m. 
Mar. 15 @ Arkansas 1 p.m, 
Mar. 18 @ Samford + p.m. 
Mar. 21 Kentucky — 5:30 p.m. 
Mar. 22 Tennessee 3 p.m. 
Mar. 28- Georgia Tech Tourney 
Mar. 30 @ Marietta, Ga. 
Apr.2 Auburn 3p 
Apr.5 @Ole Miss Lp. 
Apr.6 @Ole Miss Ip. 
Apr. 12 Florida 3 p. 
Apr. l6 @ Auburn 5 p.m. 
Apr. 18 Miss. State 4+ p.m. 
Apr. 19 @ Miss. State 11 a.m. 
Apr. 26 @ So, Carolina 12 p.m. 
Apr. 27 @ Georgia 1 p.m, 


Apr. 30 Samford 5 p.m. 
May 1 FSU 4+p.m. 
May 3 @LSU 2 p.m. 
May4+ @LSU 12 p.m, 


May 10- SEC Tournament 
May 11 @ Columbus, Ga. 
May 16- NCAA Regionals 
May 18 @ campus sites 

May 22- College World Series 
May 26 @ Oklahoma City 


Other than tournament games 
and Michigan game on March 
4, all dates are doubleheaders. 
Home games played at Muny 
Sokol Park. 


All times central 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 

Mar. 15 @ Auburn 

Mar. 20 Alabama Relays 

Apr. 3 @Clemson 

Apr. 10- @ Sea Ray Relays 
Apr. 12 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
Apr. 20 Crimson Classic 
Apr. 25 @ Drake Relays 

Apr. 25 @ Penn Relays 
May# @Auburn 

May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Auburn 

May 24 @ Georgia Tech 
June 4- NCAA Championships 
June 7 @ Bloomington, Ind. 
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Men's Tennis 
Date/. Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
6 Troy State 
5 Georgia State 
4 Southern Miss 
3 UAB 
3 @ Fla. Atlantic 
+ @ Miami 
Feb. 22 Georgia Tech 9 a.m, 
Feb. 28 Miss. State 2:30 p.m. 
Mar. 2 Ole Miss | p.m. 
Mar.5 Arkansas 2:30 p.m. 
Mar.7 @Georgia 1:30 p.m. 
Mar. 13-Blue-Grey Classic 
Mar. 16 @ Montgomery 
Mar. 19 LSU 2 p.m. 
Mar. 22 Auburn 1 p.m. 
Mar. 29 @ Vanderbilt 12 p.m. 
Mar, 31 @ Kentucky 2:30 p.m, 
Apr.6 Tennessee 12 p.m. 
Apr. 12 @ Florida ll a.m. 
Apr, 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Columbia, S.C. 
May 9- NCAA Regional 
May 10 TBA 
May 16- NCAA Championships 
May 25 @ Los Angeles 


we bw Re 


All times central 


Men's Golf 


Date Event Finish 
Feb. 8-9 Florida Invitational 
@ Gainesville 10th of 15 
Feb. 19-21 John Burns 
@ Honolulu 6th of 27 
Feb. 28- Matlock Intercollegiate 
@ Lakeland, Fla. 
Mar. 21-23 Spring Invitational 
@ Montgomery 
Apr. 4-6 Carpet Capital 
@ Dalton, Ga. 
Apr. L1-13 Billy Hitchcock 
@ Auburn 
Apr L8-20 SEC Championships 
@ Auburn 
May 15-17 NCAA Regionals 
TBA 
May 28- NCAA Championships 
May 31 @ Chicago 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
7 USM 2 
7 @ Ga. Tech 0 
5 Arkansas 4 
8 UAB 0 
@ Williamsburg, Va. 
6 Maryland 3 
5 William & Mary i 


National Team Indoor 
@ Madison, Wisc. 


1 Stanford 7 
q Notre Dame 3 
1 Willima & Mary 5 
Mar.1 @Georgia ll am. 
Mar.7 @Kentucky 12 p.m. 
Mar,9 @LSU TBA 
Mar. 12 South Carolina 2 p.m. 
Mar. 15 Tennessee TBA 
Mar, 20 Indiana 2 p.m. 
Mar, 21 Vanderbilt 2 p.m. 
Mar, 28 Miss, State 2 p.m. 


Apr.l @South Fla. 1 p.m. 
Apr.3 @ Fla, Internat. 1 p.m. 
Apr.6 @ Auburn 12 p.m. 
Apr. 11 @ Ole Miss 2 p.m. 
Apr. 13. Florida 12 p.m. 
Apt. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Athens, Ga. 

TBA —- NCAA Regionals 

May L6- NCAA Championships 
May 23 @ Stanford, Calif. 


All times central 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event 

Mar. 1-2 Florida Lady Gator 
@ Gainesville 

Mar, 14-16 LSU Fairwood 
@ Baton Rouge 

Mar, 21-23 South Carolina Inv. 
@ Columbia 

Apr. 11-13 Women's Southern 
@ Athens, Ga, 

Apr. 18-20 SEC Championships 
@ Columbia, S.C. 

May 8-10 NCAA Regional 
TBA 

May 21-24 NCAA Championships 
@ Columbus, Ohio 


Women's Track 
Date Event 
Mar. 15 @ Auburn 
Mar, 20 Alabama Relays 
Apr.5 @Clemson 
Apr. 10- @ Sea Ray Relays 
Apr. 12) @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
Apr. 20 Crimson Classic 
Apr. 25 @ Drake Relays 
Apr. 25 @ Penn Relays 
May+ @ Auburn 
May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Auburn 
May 24 @ Georgia Tech 
June 4- NCAA Championships 
June7 @ Bloomington. Ind. 


29 


A passion for 
orinting. Your way. 
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Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
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one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
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in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
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phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You’ll find they not only know the 
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Univ. of Ala. Sign 
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HE COLLEGIATE EXPERI- 
ENCE embodies much more 
than just a college educa- 
tion. It produces a personal 
relationship with and love tor an insti- 
tution that forever becomes a part of 
one’s life. 

Each Collegiate Collectable is metic- 
ulousty designed and crafted with that 
lifetime collegiate pride in mind. Ex- 
treme care is given to insure high qual- 
ily standards are met.and to protect 
the value and collectability of each 
piece. 

Each handpainted Collegiate Collec- 
table, strictly limited in issue size, ts in- 
dividually numbered and hand-in- 
Spected for quality, workmanship and 
verification of production muimber as- 
Signment. Individual pieces ure pro- 
duced only during the year of issuance 
after which productions halted and 
the molds destroyed. 

In addition, each Collegiate Callec- 
table ts officially licensed and autho- 
rized by the University of Alabama, 
Revenues generated by licensed prod- 
ucts assist the university in carrying 
out its education mission through 
scholarships andacademic programs. 
©1995 Collegiate Collectables 
P.O. Drawer 360207 Birmingham, AL 35236 


The President’s Mansion is Collegiate Col- 
lectable’s 1995 release for the Alabama 
Collection. This building, built in 1841, was 
one of only four campus buildings to sur- 
vive when Union troops raided the Univer- 
sity in April 1865 and stands today as a 
symbol of the University’s heritage. This 
piece is a perfect complement to Colle- 
giate Collectable’s 1994 initial Alabama 
Collection release, Denny Chimes, The 
issue size of the President’s Mansion is 
strictly limited to 5000 pieces. 


Alabama Collection Accessory 


University of Alabama Sign 


President's Mansion 
W9"xH7"xD9"/2" 


THE ALABAMA COLLECTION 
1995 Release 


The President's Mansion 
Issue Size: 5000 $69.95 


1994 Release 

Denny Chimes 

Issue Size: 3000 $69.95 
(limited number available) 

Alabama Collection Accessory 
University of Alabama Sign = $24.95 
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